
EvEnt Wags  
and WigglEs
Huge thanks to our amazing Woofstock 
and Lions Club garage sale volunteers 
and our walkathon fundraisers.

The final numbers from the walkathon 
are not in yet, but we do know that Gael 
and Ranger Ross were once again the 
stars of our walk, raising around $2,000! 
We appreciate all our walkers for taking 
the time to ask people to pledge, walking 
with us, and making people aware of 
our rescue. Thanks to Sian and the Proof 
Pawsitive walkers for attending – what a 
great group!

Speaking of Dogs Rescue’s Woofstock 
booth volunteers also helped spread the 
word about our dogs for adoption.

The Lions Club garage sale gave us another  
opportunity to raise funds and raise 
awareness. Special thanks to Cheryl Benson  
for donating our Lions Club table space!

We’ve had a challenging year so far, and a 
number of the dogs have needed serious 
medical treatment. The money raised from  
both Woofstock and the Lions Club garage  
sale will be used on vetting these dear dogs,  
who deserve a chance at a loving home.

More wags and wiggles on p. 5!
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about speaking of dogs
Speaking of Dogs is a Toronto-
based organization that launched 
in 2001 and is dedicated to 
educating and enlightening people 
about dogs through seminars, 
workshop forums, outreach and 
rescue. Our goal is to end cruelty, 
abandonment, mistreatment and 
homelessness of man’s best friend.

Contact speaking of dogs
1277 York Mills Road, Box 33508 
Toronto, ON Canada M3A 3R5 
Phone: 416-444-4190 
Fax: 416-444-7116 
Email: info@speakingofdogs.com 
Web: www.speakingofdogs.com

newletter team
Editor: Nancy Foran 
Design: Cathy Vandergeest at  
www.gawck.ca 
Contributors: Nomi Berger, Kim 
Gladding, Emily Fisher, and 
Lorraine Houston

newsletters
If you would no longer like to 
receive our newsletter, email 
newsletter@speakingofdogs.com, 
with “unsubscribe” written in the 
subject line.
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Summer Warnings
Recent events have reminded us of the dangers hot cars pose to society’s more vulnerable members. As you 
go about enjoying the summer weather, please don’t forget that heatstroke can, and does, kill pets. Visit 
nohotpets.ca for advice and info.

Canada Day is a time to enjoy one of summer’s many pleasures: fireworks! However, most dogs don’t enjoy 
fireworks as much as their owners. Please keep dogs safe and indoors during firework festivities. The OSPCA 
offers great tips for helping your pet cope: http://tinyurl.com/pdbdqf9

The Canada Day weekend is when the majority of dogs in Ontario become lost. Don’t let this preventable 
tragedy happen to your dog!

Woofstock walkathon participants
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Amber 
pekingese 

small, senior, female

Lewis 
labrador retriever 
large, senior, male

Walter 
german shepherd dog 

large, senior, male

Without a doubt, a dog is a real friend. Our dogs come in 
all shapes and sizes, but they have one thing in common–
they all need loving forever homes. Open your heart and 
your home to a rescue dog. You’ll be glad you did.

For complete information about the adoption process, 
please visit www.speakingofdogs-adoption.blogspot.com/
For more information on each dog, simply click on  
their name. 

a friEnd in nEEd is a friEnd indEEd

Becky’s sleek brown coat gleams 
with good health. Her gentle brown 
eyes gaze serenely at a world unlike 
the grim world she once knew. She 
spent her puppyhood as a virtual 
prisoner, tied up outside the store 
of her owner. Her meals, leftover 
chicken and pork chop bones, caused 
significant scarring and a stricture of 
her esophagus.

Once in the rescue, Becky underwent 
a series of ballooning procedures to 
widen the stricture. She was then 
placed in a loving foster home, 
where a rigid diet of “slurry” food 
and medications helped her gain 
weight and heal. As if shedding 
the pup she’d been, Becky slowly 
evolved into the pup she is today.

A definite head-turner on outings, 
rather than walk, she runs. She 
loves car rides, calmly accepts being 
groomed, and sleeps peacefully 
through the night. But given her 
traumatic past, she’s easily distracted 

and would benefit from obedience 
classes. Indoors, she startles easily, 
causing her to run back and forth, 
barking. 

She’s almost completely house- 
trained now. Her medications have 
been reduced to one and may 
ultimately be stopped altogether. 
Although separation anxiety remains 
an issue, with time and patience 
she’ll overcome this challenge too.

Now she’s seeking her forever home. 
With her natural exuberance and 
boundless energy, she’s best suited 
to a home with a seasoned dog 
guardian, preferably one without 
other pets. 

Becky stands on the brink of 
adulthood, her life spreading before 
her like a giant dog park. With the 
proper guide, this is one race she  
will easily win.

Please click on Becky’s name for  
a more detailed profile.

fEaturEd dog:
Becky
labrador retriever 
medium, young, female 

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/25764722
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/25671247
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26236154
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26410732
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Jasper
doberman pinscher mix 

large, young, male

Wally 
australian shepherd 

large, senior, male

Kevin Bacon 
chihuahua / pug mix 
small, senior, male

Charlie 
american eskimo dog 

small, adult, male

Jessie 
poodle / spaniel mix 

medium, adult, female

Maria 
german shepherd 

large, adult, female

Spud 
labrador retriever 
large, young, male

Lucy
labrador retriever / beagle mix 

medium, adult, female

Barney 
american bulldog / hound mix 

large, young, male

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26324784
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26324839
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/12653391
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26515036
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26122034
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26324932
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26236190
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26236151
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26410703
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Rupert 
labrador retriever / shepherd mix 

medium, young, male

The easiest way to offer financial support to Speaking of Dogs  
is to visit our Canada Helps Giving Page

http://www.canadahelps.org/GivingPages/ 
GivingPage.aspx?gpID=10262

And when you give to us through Canada Helps we give back to you:  
a tax-deductible receipt will be issued directly from the site.

Can You Spare  
a Few Bones?

Thank you for your generosity and support!

Hope 
shih tzu / terrier mix 

medium, adult, female

Jenny 
german shepherd dog 
large, senior, female

Teddy 
poodle 

small, senior, male

Pay It Forward – Get the T-Shirt
You’re the proud new parent of a 

fabulous rescue dog, so why not tell the 
world? Buy a T-shirt that broadcasts the 
message loud and clear. Who knows, by 
wearing your T-shirt you could motivate 
someone else to adopt a rescue dog. So 

go ahead and pay it forward.

• $20.00 plus mailing fees 
• available in small, medium,  

large, and extra large

To get your Proud Guardian of a 
Rescue Dog tees contact lorraine@

speakingofdogs.com.

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26121914
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26061924
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26543495
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/26543496
http://www.canadahelps.org/GivingPages/GivingPage.aspx?gpID=10262


Yard salE Wags!
We are so grateful to our many ready 
and willing yard sale volunteers! Thanks 
to the following for hauling, unloading, 
storing, sorting, staging, and selling:

And last, but not least, Lorraine and 
Ian Houston

Thanks to everyone who donated items. 
Thanks also to George and Karen from 
Majer Signs www.majersigns.com 
for donating all our yard sale signs, 
Cathy from gawck www.gawck.ca for 
designing our neighbourhood pole 
signs, and Tom Brown from CTV news 
for mentioning our sale on his weather 
cast. We are so appreciative of all our 
volunteers and supporters and could not 
continue to help the many dogs we do 
without each one of you!
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Lindsay B 
Allie and Mary L 
Chris H 
Daniela R 
Michaela S 
Evguenia and  
   Dmitri P 
Ana U 
Tom P 
Stacey G 
Nick A 

Jackie and Don S 
Gerry B 
Rose P 
Colleen H 
Jo-Ann McD 
Cynthia M 
Monique L 
Gabe T 
Kelly S 
Dianne L 
Marlo H

The Speaking of Dogs yard sale

Speaking of Dogs at Woofstock

The Lion’s Club garage sale The Lion’s Club garage sale

The Lion’s Club garage sale

The Speaking of Dogs yard sale

The Speaking of Dogs yard sale The Speaking of Dogs yard sale The Speaking of Dogs yard sale

The Speaking of Dogs yard saleThe Speaking of Dogs yard sale The Speaking of Dogs yard sale
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sEminar: taCt 
(touCh assoCiatEd 
CliCkEr training) 
Featuring Julie Robitaille
Living with a dog exhibiting fearful, 
reactive, or aggressive behaviour 
can be heartbreaking. It can leave 
pet owners with little to no hope of 
sharing a peaceful life with their canine 
companions. This one-day seminar 
introduces a new, innovative training 
methodology designed for the most 
challenging behaviour problems. 

TACT (Touch Associated Clicker 
Training) creatively combines the 
science and art of learning theory, 
clicker training, and massage therapy. 
This unique approach is used 
specifically to rehabilitate and prevent 
shy, fearful, reactive, and aggressive 
behaviour in dogs and puppies and 
uses positive training methods.

TACT uses a ritualized protocol designed 
with safety, structure, and predictability 
in mind. TACT develops confidence 
and coping skills while changing the 
emotional response in fearful dogs. 
TACT incorporates a detailed home-
management and real-world exposure 
control program that coincides with 
the owners’ training protocol. TACT is 
beneficial for all dogs, including puppies, 
shy dogs, and shelter dogs. TACT’s 
Caregivers Fatigue program provides a 
plan for healthy self-care.

Whether you are a canine professional 
or a pet owner, this seminar will give 
you valuable information to add to 
your training toolbox.

Date: Sunday, September 15th, 2013 
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Location: Toronto Don Valley Hotel 
and Suites, Toronto 
Cost: $135.00

For more information please visit  
www.speakingofdogs-seminars.
blogspot.ca or call 416-444-4190 or 
email lorraine@speakingofdogs.com. 

niagara dogfEst
This celebration 
of all things dog 
features over 
60 vendors and 
exhibitors, contests, 
door prizes, goodie 

bags, and a charity barbecue (with 
proceeds going to the local Humane 

Society). Admission is $5 at the door; 
children under 12 are free.

Location: Merritton Community 
Centre, 7 Park Avenue, St. Catharines 
Date: Saturday, July 27th 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For more information, please visit 
www.niagaradogfest.com.

Summer Rescue Dog  
Calendar Photos
We’d love to include your photos 
in our 2014 Rescue Dog Calendar!

Ideal photos would not include 
people but can include a four-
legged friend! Pictures should 
be 300 dpi and at least 5 x 7”. 
Send your photos to lorraine@
speakingofdogs.com

thanks PaWs on thE 
shorE and global 
PEt foods!
Thanks again to Paws on the Shore 
and Global Pet Foods for choosing 
Speaking of Dogs Rescue as one of 

the recipients of the Show Us Your Heart 
fundraiser. Here, Pat and Carla Mano 
of Global Pet Foods and Nicole Richer 
of Paws on the Shore present Lorraine 
Houston with SOD’s cheque. These 
funds will help Speaking of Dogs Rescue 
change dog’s lives and save dogs’ lives.

givE us somEthing to bark about!
Has your dog accomplished something amazing? Want to let everyone know just how special 
your Speaking of Dogs dog really is? Care to share some musings about being a foster mom or 
dad? We’d like to hear about it! Please send your interesting, heartwarming, or awe-inspiring 
doggie tale to info@speakingofdogs.com.

www.speakingofdogs-seminars.blogspot.ca
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Emily Fisher, CPDT-KA Scratch and 
Sniff Canine Services, Guelph, ON

We love to bring our dogs everywhere, 
and summer vacations are no exception.  
Whether going camping, renting 
a cottage, or visiting family, taking 
certain precautions will keep our canine  
companions happy, healthy, and safe.

Most of us will travel by car to our 
summer destination. Recent testing 
has shown that dog seatbelts are not a 
significant protection against injury. If 
possible, have your dog in a properly 
sized crate inside the car. If your dog gets 
nauseous, speak to your vet about anti-
nausea medications prior to your trip. 
Ensure good ventilation and offer your 
dog cool, clean water at all rest stops. 

Secure your dog on a leash prior to 
allowing her out of the crate or car. 
Running loose near a road or at a rest 
stop poses significant risks to both 
your dog and others. The driver’s lap 
or the back of a truck is no place for a 
dog. If your dog is not crated, the back 
seat is the safest place for her. Open 
windows and loose dogs are a terribly 
unsafe combination. Injuries from 
flying debris are common, and your 
dog might actually jump or fall out – I 
know a shepherd who jumped out an 
impossibly small car window! 

A car heats up to an intolerable degree 
in only a few minutes, even with the 
windows open. Take your dog out of 
the car at rest stops or leave the car on 
with the A/C running if you’ll only be 
a minute – but be sure to keep all food 

and garbage out of reach. You might 
want to cut an extra car key in order to 
lock the doors while the car is on. 

Heat can also be a problem outside of 
the car. Large dogs and “squishy-faced” 
breeds, such as bulldogs, pugs, and many 
breeds of mastiff, in particular suffer in 
the hot weather. Several years ago my 
neighbour’s American Bulldog died of 
heatstroke after a short early morning 
run. Watch for breathing difficulties, 
bright red mucous membranes, vomiting, 
uncoordinated movements, weakness, 
and seizures. Bring your dog to a vet 
immediately if you see these signs. 
Prevent heatstroke by encouraging your 
dog to remain inactive and in a cool 
place; provide air conditioning for large, 
“squishy-faced,” elderly, or sick animals; 
always have cool, clean water available; 
and allow access to swimming or other 
water if your dog enjoys getting wet. But 
please do not force a dog to swim if he 
doesn’t enjoy it! 

Brush up on your pet first aid and 
map out vet clinics where you’ll be 
travelling. Take note of their hours of 
operation during holidays and look 
specifically for 24-hour emergency 
clinics. You’ll be glad to have this 
information in case of emergency! 
My own dog once gouged her cornea 
when I was camping with her. Luckily, 
I knew where the nearest open vet 
clinic was – almost two hours away! 
Additionally, review your dog’s ID tags 
and microchip information to be sure 
it is all up to date. Affix a temporary 
waterproof tag with your local contact 
information during travel.

Boat safety is important too! Purchase 
a dog life jacket and ensure that it is 
sized and fitted correctly. Even if she is 
a strong swimmer, your dog will need 
the extra buoyancy in an emergency. 
One person in the boat should commit 
to supervising the dog to prevent her 
jumping out of the boat. However, some 
dogs just aren’t made for boat travel. If 

she is scared of the boat, please respect 
your dog and do not force her in. Be 
extra cautious when fishing with dogs. 
Many dogs bite at flies and may jump 
for the lure during a cast or swim out to 
a bobber thinking someone threw a ball 
for them. No one wants to pull a barbed 
hook out of a dog!

Mouse poison is a frequently 
overlooked cottage hazard. If renting, 
speak to the owner or rental agency to 
ensure that poison isn’t laid and hasn’t 
been used recently. Mice and rats may 
drop pieces around the cottage even 
if lockboxes hold the stash. If you 
must use poison in the off-season at 
your own cottage, draw a map of all 
bait locations and place them only in 
inaccessible spots – such as the far 
corner under a bed, under the cottage, 
or in the pump room. Before allowing 
your dog to step foot in the cottage, 
thoroughly clean all the floors with 
a focus around the bait spots. Store 
any leftover poison in a tightly closed 
container on a high shelf. Rodent 
poison is deadly to dogs, and it’s also 
formulated to be delicious. Inducing 
vomiting at home is not sufficient to 
prevent poisoning; you must get your 
dog to a vet immediately.

Finally, ask yourself if your dog is going 
to enjoy the vacation. Is your extended 
family vacationing together but your 
dog is nervous of strangers? Is Cousin 
Alice bringing her brood of six children, 
but your dog is intolerant of kids? Does 
the next cottage over have three dogs 
who run loose, but your dog is reactive 
with other dogs? Boarding might be a 
kinder option in situations like those. 
Don’t put your dog in a situation you 
know will scare or upset him. Not 
only is it unpleasant for your dog, it 
potentially puts him or others at risk. 

Taking necessary precautions and 
planning your dog-friendly vacation 
carefully may sound like extra work, 
but ultimately you will thank yourself! 



bits & bitEs

A special Facebook 
page has been 
created to help 
families devastated 
by the floods in 
Alberta find their 
missing pets.

Momo the cat has 
become a bit of an 
internet sensation 
after showing not 
every cat is afraid of 
the water during the 
flooding in Alberta.

Toronto Animal 
Service’s North 
District Animal 
Shelter has a new 
addition, Lost & 
Found Park, a 

special off-leash area where the shelter 
dogs can do what they do best – run 
and play.

Petfinder, North 
America’s largest 
online database 
of animals for 
adoption — 
including dogs for 

adoption through Speaking of Dogs 
Rescue — is being acquired by Nestle 
Purina PetCare Company.

Last month the 
Toronto Star ran  
an interesting 
article titled “A 
Day in the Life 
of a Veterinary 
Hospital.” It’s a 
worthwhile read.

In a BC town 
overrun with strays, 
an RCMP constable 
helped six puppies 
get that second 
chance at life  
and love.

vidEo bits and bitEs
A short but very 
clear video on loose 
leash training.

Toronto Crime 
Stoppers has 
teamed up with 
Paw Tipsters to 
introduce a hotline 
to anonymously 
report tips about 
animal cruelty.
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this month’s 
rECalls and 
alErts:
• Abady frozen dog food 

• Innova, California Natural, EVO,  
 Healthwise, Mother Nature and  
 Karma brand dry pet food and  
 treats 

Visit our online store at  
www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca

it’s nEvEr too 
latE to donatE
We are always looking for donations 
(new or gently used) for our foster 
dogs and Second Hand Shopping 
Baskets (items sold at the events  
we attend). 

Specifically we need:
• harnesses—all sizes 
• dog coats and sweaters—all sizes 
• dog notecards 
• stuffed toys 
• balls and Kongs 
• dog boots (all sizes, ensure there  
 are 4) 
• martingale collars (all sizes) 
• dog books 
• stainless-steel bowls 

Your donations are greatly 
appreciated and make a big  
difference to the lives of our foster 
dogs. For location drop off or pick  
up, please email Lorraine at  
lorraine@speakingofdogs.com

Simply click on a summary to be 
whisked away to the internet page 
where you can read the full story. 

http://www.facebook.com/HelpAlbertaPets
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/story/2013/06/21/alberta-flood-cat-momo-swim-photos.html
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/06/12/lost-and-found-park-offers-shelter-dogs-a-lovely-spot-to-play/
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/nestle-purina-petcare-company-to-acquire-petfinder-2013-06-05
http://www.thestar.com/life/2013/05/31/a_day_in_the_life_of_a_veterinary_hospital.html
http://globalnews.ca/news/621432/happy-ending-for-6-puppies-in-b-c-town-overrun-with-strays/
http://www.youtube.com/embed/dOiNI88bZh0?rel=0
http://therobertabadydogfoodcoltd.com/RecallLetter.pdf
http://www.naturapet.com/recall
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Sam Remi Lina

Reuben Spot Sherry

June 2013 adoptions:  
A big thank you to our foster parents 
and our new adoptive guardians for 
helping give these loving dogs a second 
chance.

Curtis Zena

Maggie Jack

Happy
Tails

Peanuts



In memory of the wonderful dogs who have 
enriched our lives with their unconditional love. 

We will always treasure the memories and 
special moments we have shared.

i’m still hErE

Friend, please don’t mourn for me
I’m still here, though you don’t see.

I’m right by your side each night and day
and within your heart I long to stay.

My body is gone but I’m always near.
I’m everything you feel, see or hear.
My spirit is free, but I’ll never depart

as long as you keep me alive in your heart.

I’ll never wander out of your sight-
I’m the brightest star on a summer’s night.

I’ll never be beyond your reach-
I’m the warm moist sand when you’re at the beach.

I’m the colorful leaves when fall comes around
and the pure white snow that blankets the ground.

I’m the beautiful flowers of which you’re so fond,
The clear cool water in a quiet pond.

I’m the first bright blossom you’ll see in the spring,
The first warm raindrop that April will bring.

I’m the first ray of light when the sun starts to shine,
and you’ll see that the face in the moon shine is mine.

When you start thinking there’s no one to love you,
you can talk to through the Lord up above you.

I’ll whisper my answer through the leaves on the trees,
and you’ll feel my presence in the soft summer breeze.

I’m the hot salty tears that flow when you weep
and the beautiful dreams that come while you sleep.

I’m the smile you see on a baby’s face.
Just look for me friend, I’m every place!

—Author Unknown

Hailey
came into speaking of dogs  

october 2012  
passed June 23, 2013

loved by georgina animal 
shelter staff, sara hawton and 

siobhan knight and family
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