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About Speaking of Dogs
Speaking of Dogs is a Torontobased organization that launched
in 2001 and is dedicated to
educating and enlightening people
about dogs through seminars,
workshop forums, outreach and
rescue. Our goal is to end cruelty,
abandonment, mistreatment and
homelessness of man’s best friend.

Over 200 fantastic items will be
auctioned off between April 12th and
April 20th. Treat yourself to something
special and help us at the same time!
We must constantly fundraise to support
the growing number of dogs in dire need
of our assistance. Online auctions are
among our most successful fundraising
efforts. Last year, we found forever
homes for 150 dogs – many were seniors,
and others had special needs.
Simply log on to www.speakingofdogs.
com on April 12th, and you’ll be directed
to the auction site. Once there, you’ll
find a spectacular array of tempting
items, including a 32-inch Samsung
1080P TV; a Sony 3-D Blu-ray player
with WiFi; a PlayStation 3 500-GB “God
of War: Ascension Legacy” bundle with a
PlayStation 3 new owner’s kit;

a Tassimo T46 single-serve coffee
maker; a fashionable silver Pandora
bracelet; several gift cards for an
original 8 x 10-inch pet portrait; a pair
of stunning 10-carat yellow gold and
amethyst earrings; and an assortment
of beautifully crafted, lifelike porcelain
dolls. As usual, we’ll have a “buy now”
feature on select items.
Check our website daily, place your
bids, and know that you’ll be helping
us help as many dogs as possible find a
second chance at love and life. All funds
raised go directly to veterinary costs and
animal care.
We are deeply indebted to our volunteer
online auction team, our donors, and
you, our bidders. Thanks from everyone
– especially the dogs – at Speaking of
Dogs rescue.

Contact Speaking of Dogs
1277 York Mills Road, Box 33508
Toronto, ON Canada M3A 3R5
Phone: 416-444-4190
Fax: 416-444-7116
Email: info@speakingofdogs.com
Web: www.speakingofdogs.com
Newletter Team
Editor: Nancy Foran
Design: Cathy Vandergeest at
www.gawck.ca
Contributors: Kim Gladding, Nomi
Berger, Emily Fisher and Lorraine
Houston
Newsletters
If you would no longer like to
receive our newsletter, email
newsletter@speakingofdogs.com,
with “unsubscribe” written in the
subject line.
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Without a doubt, a dog is a real friend.
Our dogs come in all shapes and sizes,
but they have one thing in common –
they all need loving forever homes.
Open your heart and your home to
a rescue dog. You’ll be glad you did.
For complete information about
the adoption process, please visit
http://www.speakingofdogs-adoption.
blogspot.com/

featured dog
of the month:

Autumn

For more information on each dog,
simply click on their name.

miniature pinscher / pug mix
small, adult, female

Becky

Cash

labrador retriever
medium, young, female

Doberman Pinscher
large, adult, male

Nikki

Alan

yorkshire terrier
small, senior, female

Papillon/Pomeranian Mix
small, young, male

Maggie

shih tzu / yorkshire terrier mix
small, adult, female

Boss

labrador retriever
large, adult, male
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dogs looking for homes

A friend in need
is a friend indeed

dogs looking for homes

Brad

Bailey

beagle
medium, adult, male

german shepherd
large, adult, female

Zoey

Molly

Terrier / Whippet Mix
medium, adult, female

Fox terrier
small, senior, female

Whiskey

yorkshire terrier
small, adult, male

Lina

standard poodle mix
large, adult, female

Amber

pekingese
small, senior, female
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Emily Fisher, CPDT-KA Scratch and
Sniff Canine Services, Guelph ON
Raising a puppy in a social/
environmental vacuum is more likely
to cause behavioural problems in
an adult dog than is abuse or being
attacked. Socialization is more
complicated than simply exposing a
puppy to other dogs. Poorly executed
attempts at socialization can be as
harmful as not trying at all. Below are
important points to consider when
bringing a new puppy into your home.
When to Start?
The critical window of socialization
ends around 16 weeks of age, and your
pup must have many good and varied
experiences within that timeframe.
Every day should include safe and
novel experiences. The first day home
your new pup will be exposed to
daily activities – this might include
the sounds of pots and pans, the
windshield wipers in the car, and
voices and movement around her.
Once she is settled, she’ll be ready for
other new experiences. Sign up for a
puppy socialization class that starts
approximately 7–10 days after her
first set of vaccinations. (Read this
open letter from veterinarian R.K.
Anderson regarding common concerns
about vaccinations and socialization:
http://www.diamondsintheruff.com/
RKanderson.html)

Counter-conditioning Makes
Everything Better
Counter-conditioning involves pairing
something bad with something good
in such a way that the bad thing
predicts that the good thing is about
to happen. Your dog will associate his
emotional response to the good thing
with the unpleasant thing, causing it
to be less unpleasant. (To learn more
about counter-conditioning, visit
http://drsophiayin.com/resources/
video_full/counter-conditioning_a_
dog_to_blowing_in_face.) A puppy
should be exposed to new experiences
incrementally. If your puppy is afraid
of a busy street, you could stand
far enough away from the street so
your pup isn’t afraid and feed him
a bit of cheese every time a car goes
by. Gradually decrease the distance
from the corner as your pup becomes
comfortable through the association
of the car with cheese. This is also
a great proactive approach for pups
who do not appear concerned at all. If
they learn that every new experience
is followed by something tasty, they
will remain convinced that the world
is a great place to be. Seek help from a
qualified positive-reinforcement trainer
if you are experiencing difficulties with
a fearful/reactive puppy.
More than Just Dogs and People
Socialization with animals and
people is very important, but so is
socialization with environmental

stimuli. This means you should help
your pup make positive associations
with noises, objects, movements, and
footings, such as fireworks, roaring
trucks, fountains, umbrellas, bikers,
skateboarders, linoleum, sewer grates,
open stairs – the list goes on!
Variety Is the Spice of Life
A puppy who grows up with only
greyhounds may be frightened by a
bulldog. A pup raised with a white
family and socialized only with their
white friends may be apprehensive of an
Asian person. A pup who has only had
contact with the other family dog will
not be comfortable with other dogs. A
dog raised with no contact with children
cannot be expected to happily accept a
new baby or a child reaching for him on
the street. Being introduced to a large
variety of people, dogs, other animals,
and environmental stimuli is a very
important aspect of socializing a puppy.
Puppies Are Not Blank Slates
Despite popular conceptions, puppies
are not “blank slates.” Genetics greatly
influence how a pup makes sense of
the world around her, and lineage has
a significant impact on her ease of
sociability and resilience to stress. A
pup’s prenatal environment will also
impact her resistance to stress. Many
experiments have shown that the
offspring of a mother who is stressed
throughout her pregnancy will be less
resilient than the offspring of a mother
who was not stressed. A pup’s postnatal
environment – even before her ears
and eyes open – will also impact her
behaviour. Good breeders will safely
expose their litter to as many experiences
as possible during the two months or so
that the pups are in their care.
Play It Safe!
Properly executed socialization not
only means keeping your pup mentally/
emotionally safe by having great
experiences with a large variety
Continued on page 5
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ask the trainer

Why Is Socialization
Important for
Puppies?

Positive Experiences Only
It is important that every new exposure is
strictly GOOD. If you bring your puppy
to a dog park and she is picked on by
older dogs, she is going to learn that dogs
can be frightening. If you introduce your
puppy to children who poke and prod
her, she will learn that children cause
discomfort. For a puppy to grow into
a comfortable, confident, and resilient
adult dog, her formative years should be
filled with great experiences.

Is a puppy in your
future? Don’t support
puppy mills or
backyard breeders!
Learn to be puppysource savvy at
http://pupquest.org/

Please Click for
Speaking of Dogs!

LAST CHANCE!
Nicole Wilde
Seminar
There will be two days of learning
on timely topics: fear, separation
anxiety, and dog/dog play. The
seminar will be lead by noted
trainer and behaviourist Nicole
Wilde. For more information and
to register, please visit http://www.
speakingofdogs-seminars.blogspot.ca/
When: Saturday, April 27th and
Sunday, April 28th
Where: Toronto Don Valley Hotel,
175 Wynford Drive, Toronto

DogGuru Is Helping
Speaking of Dogs,
& You Can Help Too!

DogGuru will donate 10% of your
registration to SOD. What better way to
help you be a better dog owner and help
other dogs in need at the same time?
Find out about upcoming event here:
http://www.holidaypetcare.ca/dogguru.
htm

Don’t forget to mention you
heard about DogGuru from
Speaking of Dogs!

We are struggling to get on the leader
board in the current Animal Rescue
Site Shelter Challenge. The top-five
Canadian rescues will each receive a
$1,000 grant. Those funds could help
Speaking of Dogs change a dog’s life
and maybe even save a dog’s life.

Cheryl Orletsky is the DogGuru and
the founder and director of Holiday
Pet Care. She is also the author of My
Dog Just Won’t Listen to Me and offers
a range of seminars on pet first aid and
dog behaviour to pet professionals and
pet owners. She kindly featured our
Cecil on Animal House Calls, and he
has since been adopted.

Please vote for Speaking of Dogs
Rescue at http://theanimalrescuesite.
greatergood.com/clickToGive/
shelterchallenge.faces?siteId=3

It seems one good turn deserved
another! If you mention that you heard
about DogGuru from Speaking of Dogs
when you register for an event,

And the Winner
Was...
Lucky number 75, who took home the
Maple Leafs tickets!
Thanks you so much to Gerry for
running the hockey raffle and helping
us sell a whopping 131 tickets. Thanks
also to our anonymous donor, who
heard about our dogs who needed
extraordinary veterinary care and
offered us the tickets to help raise
needed funds. Finally, thanks to our
web mistress Suzanne, who also helped
with the raffle.
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& events

of social contacts and environmental
stimuli, it also means keeping her
physically safe. Do not enter a heavily
dog-travelled area, such as an offleash area, until your puppy is fully
vaccinated. A dog park is no place
for a puppy. Not only is it a good
place to teach her that other dogs
can be unpredictable and potentially
dangerous, it is also a good place for
her to pick up parasites, bacteria, or
viruses – including parvovirus. A
puppy class or structured play group
will allow your pup to safely play with
other pups her own age. Find that
balance between keeping your pup
safe and exposing her to the extensive
socialization she will need to live
comfortably in our hectic, humancentric world.

updates

Continued from page 4

updates

The 2013 Rescue
Directory is now
available!
To order, please email
lorraine@speakingofdogs.com.
With many wags and wiggles
to this year’s dedicated and
determined directory team: Debbie
Hunt, Kathy Bruce, Ian Houston,
Christina Mastronardi, and Cathy
Vandergeest.

it’s never toO
late to donate
We are always looking for donations
(new or gently used) for our foster
dogs and Second Hand Shopping
Baskets (items sold at the events
we attend).

Specifically we need:
• harnesses—all sizes
• dog coats and sweaters—all sizes
• dog notecards
• stuffed toys
• balls and kongs
• dog boots (all sizes, ensure there
are 4)

Rescue Dog
Calendar Photos

• martingale collars (all sizes)

We’d love to include your photos
in our 2014 Rescue Dog Calendar!

• stainless-steel bowls

Ideal photos would not include
people but can include a fourlegged friend! Pictures should
be 300 dpi and at least 5 x 7”.
Send your photos to lorraine@
speakingofdogs.com

• dog books
Your donations are greatly
appreciated and make a big
difference to the lives of our foster
dogs. For location drop off or pick
up, please email Lorraine at
lorraine@speakingofdogs.com
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Want more
information
about the benefits
of spaying or
neutering your
pets? Visit http://
www.fixyourpet.ca
An OSPA
investigation leads
a Listowel man
to be convicted
of animal cruelty:
http://tinyurl.com/
d95vz5a
Wondering how
clever your furry
best friend really
is? Check out the
Dognition app:
http://tinyurl.com/
bjropd4
A new report
outlines the cat
overpopulation
crisis in Canada.
Read the details
here: http://tinyurl.
com/ajfyp9c
See also: http://cfhs.ca/athome/cat_
overpopulation_crisis/
Yvette Van Veen
explains how to
train a fearful
puppy mill
survivor to learn
how to play:
http://www.thestar.com/
life/2013/02/22/patience_and_food_
will_teach_puppy_mill_dog_not_to_
be_fearful.html

Check out Canada
Post’s “Adopt a
Pet” series and
help spread the
word about
animal rescue:
http://tinyurl.com/
c3oknmf
See also: http://tinyurl.com/bqlo4fz
The Amish are
known for many
things, and
unfortunately
puppy mills are
one of them:
http://tinyurl.com/
b2kn5fv
An Ontario pit bull
finds a save haven
in New Brunswick:
http://tinyurl.com/
c6ym455

The Ontario
government has
issued a warning
about local
cases of canine
leishmaniasis:
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/advisory_
leishmaniasis_aug12.pdf
A Richmond
Hill man was
sentenced to
house arrest
for fatally stabbing
a cancer survivor’s
beloved dog:
http://tinyurl.com/
adllma6

Find out how
“Frankenfish” could
impact your pet’s
diet (and your own
too!): http://tinyurl.
com/ajk28b5
See if you can
spot the pit bull:
http://tinyurl.com/
c5ygv5h

This month’s
food recalls
and alerts:
BARF Diet brand lamb patties
and combo patties: http://
truthaboutpetfood2.com/recallbarf-diet-brand-lamb-pattiesand-combo-patties
Various California Natural, EVO,
HealthWise, Innova, and Karma
brand foods and treats: http://
www.naturapet.com/recall
Steve’s Real Food turducken patties:
http://stevesrealfood.com/blog/
Jones Natural Chews:
http://www.jonesnaturalchews.
com/productRecall.html
Bravo! chicken blend raw frozen
food diet for dogs and cats:
http://www.bravorawdiet.com/
bravonews.html
Iams Shakeables turkey
and lamb dog treats: http://
truthaboutpetfood2.com/
voluntary-withdrawal-iamsshakeables-turkey-and-lamb-dogtreats
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& bites

Interested in
helping educate
kids about safety
around dogs? Visit
http://tinyurl.com/
cs73mzt

Should we be
concerned about
arsenic levels in
rice? Monica Segal
explains: http://
monicasegal.
com/newsworthymarch-2013.html

bits

Bits & Bites

bits

Video Bits and Bites

& bites

If you missed the
CBC’s Nature of
Things special on
the coywolf, you
can watch it here
http://www.cbc.
ca/natureofthings/
episode/meet-thecoywolf.html.

Read a review here:
http://tinyurl.com/bvovc55

Puppies do indeed
run off and get lost:
http://tinyurl.com/
ceaz7tt

Rick Mercer
visits the Lions
Foundation of
Canada Dog Guides
Training Centre in
Oakville: http://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LjVbYES3ygg

Can You Spare
a Few Bones?

Jesse is awesome!
http://www.
youtube.com/
embed/PztOOvzRyg?rel=0
Nothing holds
back this plucky
pup, not even
blindness: http://
truthaboutpetfood2.
com/one-specialdog
Check out some
amazingly acrobatic
dogs: http://tinyurl.
com/cy4w5hg

The easiest way to offer financial support to Speaking of Dogs
is to visit our Canada Helps Giving Page
http://www.canadahelps.org/GivingPages/
GivingPage.aspx?gpID=10262
And when you give to us through Canada Helps we give back to you:
a tax-deductible receipt will be issued directly from the site.

Visit our online store at
www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca

Thank you for your generosity and support!
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recent adoptions

Happy Tails
March 2013 adoptions:
A big thank you to our foster parents and our new adoptive
guardians for helping give these loving dogs a second chance.

Dana

Sally

Cindy Hound

Jasper

Cecil

Riva

Cindy Boxer

Pumpkin

Gizmo
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March 2013 adoptions:
A big thank you to our foster parents and our new adoptive
guardians for helping give these loving dogs a second chance.

Finnegan

Peanut

Tucker

Murphy

Millie

Carlee

SPRING AUCTION

april 12–20, 2013

Simply log in to www.speakingofdogs.com
starting on April 12 and you will be
directed to the auction site.
Speaking of Dogs Newsletter | April 2013 | 10

recent adoptions

Even More Happy Tails

in memoriam

In the Candle’s Glow
Warm light coming from far below,
Twinkling, sparkling is the candle’s glow.

Murray

loved by the Holowka family
Adopted 2010
passed March 2013

All is well up on the ridge,
The place we know as Rainbow Bridge.

Furbabies sleeping in heaven’s light,
Tended by candles in the night.
Peaceful dreams be theirs to keep,
As they slumber in this night so deep.

Hearts on earth that miss them so,
Take comfort in the candle’s glow.

Chimo

loved by the Telchak family
Adopted 2007
passed February 2013

Watching for them in skies above,
Bound eternally by a cord of love.

—Laura Hickman

In memory of the wonderful dogs
who have enriched our lives with
their unconditional love.
We will always treasure the
memories and special moments
we have shared.
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