Saving just one dog won’t change the world...
but, surely, the world will change for that one dog...
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About Speaking of Dogs
Speaking of Dogs is a Toronto-based
organization that launched in 2001 and is
dedicated to educating and enlightening
people about dogs through seminars, workshop
forums, outreach and rescue. Our goal is to
end cruelty, abandonment, mistreatment and
homelessness of man’s best friend.

Contact Speaking of Dogs
Speaking of Dogs has a great new website!
Beautiful, user-friendly, and chock-full of
information about our dogs for adoption,
the adoption process, volunteering, and
events, the new website is your go-to spot
for everything Speaking of Dogs.

Many thanks to AT Developers
(www.atdevelopers.com/) for their
excellent design and the guidance they
provided to our team along the way.
Visit us at speakingofdogs.com, and then
bookmark the site so you can always find us!

Congratulations to Us!

It is with great pleasure, and a touch of pride, that we announce that the
Speaking of Dogs Rescue newsletter has been nominated for a Dog Writers
Association of America award. We are in prestigious company and are very
grateful for the acknowledgment. A full list of the nominees can be found at
http://www.dwaa.org/writing-category-nominees-regular-2013.php. The
winners will be announced in February. Please keep your fingers crossed for us!

1277 York Mills Road, Box 33508
Toronto, ON Canada M3A 3R5
Phone: 416-444-4190
Fax: 416-444-7116
Email: info@speakingofdogs.com
Web: www.speakingofdogs.com

Newletter Team
Editor: Nancy Foran
Design: Cathy Vandergeest at www.gawck.ca
Contributors: Emily Fisher, Kim Gladding,
and Lorraine Houston

Newsletters
If you no longer want to receive our newsletter,
email newsletter@speakingofdogs.com, with
“unsubscribe” written in the subject line.
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My name is Cherry
Blossom. I am a Beagle,
maybe Labrador Retriever,
mix, but some call me
All-Canadian Black and
Tan. Since I’m an old
fashion gal, let’s just say I
weigh between 35 and 40
pounds and am between 6
and 7 years young. I enjoy
a variety of activities, but
watching TV definitely tops
the list. People who watch
me watching TV are a bit
mystified that I am actually
listening and watching, but
I sure do love my stories.
If you’re hooked too, I’ll
be right there beside you,
curled up on a winter’s
night. I’m not a complete

featured dog:

Cherry Blossom
beagle / all-Canadian mix
medium, adult, female

couch potato though. I enjoy
car rides and short walks.
I’m perfectly cool being left
alone during the day while
you’re at work. I only do my
private business outside and
know how to sit, shake a
paw, lie down, and stay. FYI,
rewarding me with treats
keeps me motivated. I love
to be around people, but
small children kind of make
me nervous, so I am happier
if you let me sleep off their
visit in another room. Since
I tend to become vocal
around other dogs, I need to
be a “one and only” canine,
although sharing you with a
feline is acceptable.

A friend in need is a friend indeed
Without a doubt, a dog is a real friend. Our dogs come in
all shapes and sizes, but they have one thing in common–
they all need loving forever homes. Open your heart and
your home to a rescue dog. You’ll be glad you did.

Zodiac

Labrador / husky Mix
large, young, malE

For complete information about the adoption process,
please visit www.speakingofdogs-adoption.blogspot.com/
For more information on each dog, simply click on
their name.

Lewis

labrador retriever
large, senior, male

Callie

collie / australian shepherd mix
medium, adult, female
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dogs looking for homes

Cherry Blossom

dogs looking for homes

Tristan

Wally

poodle / terrier mix
small, adult, male

australian shepherd
large, senior, male

Rugby

Rupert

Jed

pomeranian / papillon mix
small, senior, male

Yogi

Labrador retriever
medium, senior, male

labrador / all-canadian mix
medium, young, male

pomeranian / papillon mix
small, young, male

Dayden

Lucy

Timmy

german shepherd dog
medium, adult, female

labrador retriever / beagle Mix
medium, adult, female

shih tzu
small, adult, male
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dogs looking for homes

Whitney

bearded collie / poodle mix
large, senior, female

This month’s
recalls and
alerts:
True Raw Choice Bulk
Dehydrated Natural
Pet Treats

Juliette

Homer

chihuahua
small, adult, female

shepherd mix
large, adult, male

Going Once, Going
Twice, Gone... With
Thanks.
Having put down the gavel on yet
another successful auction, Speaking
of Dogs Rescue would like to thank
the following volunteers for their
dedication and hard work: Chris H.,
Daniela R., Evguenia P., Colette D.B.,
Gerry B., Kim G., Lorraine H., and
Martin B. Many thanks also to the
generous people who donated the
auction items and to all our bidders.

We Need Votes!

Thank you to everyone who nominated us for the Toronto Pet Daily
Best of 2013 awards under the category of Toronto Shelter/Rescue – we’ve
made the final! Please vote for Speaking of Dogs between December 1st
and 21st! Competition is tough this year, and we’re honoured just to
be nominated. Please vote at www.torontopetdaily.com and bring it
home for Speaking of Dogs Rescue! Make way for our beloved senior
and mixed-breed rescue dogs, here we come!
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SOD Rescue will be
participating in this
year’s Home 4 the
Holidays campaign,
taking place from
October 1, 2013,
to January 2, 2014. Started in 1999,
this adoption drive aims to raise
awareness about the importance of
pet adoption during the holiday season.
For more information please visit
www.home4theholidays.org.

Write a
heartwarming
story and help SOD
Rescue win a $500
donation!
The Helen
Woodward
Animal Centre
will once again be
hosting the “Most
Heartwarming
Story” contest. Each organization
participating in the 2013 Home 4
the Holidays campaign can enter
their best pet adoption story
(www.home4theholidays.org).
Every week, Home 4 the Holidays
will share one story over their social
media network, and the rescue that
submits the story judged to be the most
heartwarming will win $500. Do you
have a story about your special SOD
adoptee? Please email it to Lorraine at
lorraine@speakingofdogs.com.

Visit our online store at
www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca

Spring Speaking of
Dogs Seminar!

Baby It’s Cold
Outside!

In April 2014, Speaking
of Dogs will be hosting
an animal nutrition
seminar with a leading
authority in the field.
Monica Segal is certified
in Animal Health Care through the
University of Guelph with studies in
animal nutrition, physiology, diseases,
parasites, and pet care. She has been
a regular guest on TV and radio and
has written for and appeared in many
North American publications. She is
the author of K9 Kitchen, Your Dogs’
Diet: The Truth Behind the Hype and
Optimal Nutrition. She also hosts a
lively internet discussion group
called K9Kitchen.

So help SOD Rescue win 30 coats for
our rescue dogs. Canada Pooch’s second
annual We’ve Got Your Back Rescue
Giveaway content is now on! Speaking of
Dogs Rescue has already been nominated,
but now we need votes, votes, votes!

We will be announcing more news
about her April 2014 seminar in the
new year!

StrixNB’s Holiday
Gift Package
StrixNB
(www.strixnb.com)
is an effective
drinking water
additive that helps
maintain and
promote good dental and oral hygiene
for pets. During the holidays, you can
get fancy and festive with a special gift
package – and help us rescue more
dogs! When you purchase a StrixNB
holiday gift package, you can assign a
$5.00 donation to Speaking of Dogs
Rescue for each package you purchase.
To purchase a StrixNB holiday gift
package please visit www.strixnb.
myshopify.com/collections/allproducts/products/strixnb-holidaybasket and choose “Speaking of Dogs
Rescue” from the drop-down menu.

The contest closes Monday, December
9th at 2:30 p.m.
Visit www.facebook.com/CanadaPoo
ch?sk=app_154581087931912, “like”
the page, and then cast your vote for
Speaking of Dogs Rescue. Please have
our back so we can help keep our rescue
dogs warm and toasty this winter.

Thanks Fou
Fou Furever
Fundraiser Holiday
Auction!
It was a month-long effort to help make
dogs the stars of their very own Fou
Fou Foto Shoot plus find gifts galore
for dogs and dog-lovers alike. This
weekly Facebook auction provided an
opportunity to find great deals and help
rescued dogs find their Furever homes!
The three-week event ended December
1st, and the final winning bid announced
on Monday, December 2nd.
The auction benefitted Boston Terrier
Rescue Canada, Canadian Chihuahua
Rescue & Transport, Furever Network,
and Speaking of Dogs Rescue.
The Fou Fou fun doesn’t need to end
though. Please visit facebook.com/
foufoudog.ffd and LIKE the Fou Fou
Facebook page to show your support for
this fundraising effort.
Our sincere thanks to the Furever
Network (www.furever.ca) and
Fou Fou Dog designer doggy wear
(www.foufoudog.com) for supporting
Speaking of Dogs Rescue.
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events

Speaking of Dogs
Rescue Joins Blue
Buffalo’s Home
4 the Holidays
Campaign

All I Want for
Christmas: A Wish
List from the Dog
Emily Fisher, CPDT-KA Scratch and
Sniff Canine Services, Guelph, ON

1. A Responsible Adoption
If you buy me from a breeder, know
my breed, lineage, and breeder.
Understand what a good breeder is
and isn’t. A good breeder will know if
I’m the right puppy for you or if my
littermate would be better suited. A
good breeder will ask more questions
than you think possible before you
even lay eyes on me. Don’t take a puppy
home from a commercial breeder or
a pet store because you feel sorry for
it – this puppy will be replaced with
another puppy from the same source.
Despite your good intentions, this isn’t
rescue. Good breeders don’t sell to pet
stores and don’t breed for profit. There’s
lots of useful advice about how to find
a good breeder at www.pupquest.org.
If you rescue me, adopt from a rescue
that has had me vetted and spayed or
neutered. A good rescue will tell you
everything they know about me and
will ask you lots and lots of questions.
Don’t be offended if the process takes
a couple weeks and if they require a
home visit. Know that your money is
going to support the rescue of more
dogs like me, and remember that I cost
the rescue more than your adoption
fee will cover! A good rescue will do
everything in their power to find the
most suitable dog for you and the most
suitable home for me.

Socialization is the most important gift
you can give me when I’m a puppy. If
I’m going to live in your crazy world
of balloons, trucks, dogs, strollers,
and children, I need to be exposed to
them before I’m 16 weeks old. More
importantly, every experience with these
new things should be the most positive,
happy experience I’ve ever had. It
doesn’t matter how much love you give
me, if you don’t socialize me properly
in these formative weeks, I will likely be
afraid or aggressive when I’m exposed
to new things as an adult. Socializing
me properly is the most important
investment you can make in me.

3. A High-Quality Diet
You are what you eat, and I’m no
different. When you feed me a lowquality, highly processed food, I’m not
going to feel well. I may live to a ripe
old age, but how much longer might I
live, and how much better might I feel,
if I’m fed well? Whole, unprocessed
food made into a balanced diet is ideal.
Good food is the gift of well-being.
Find out how to pick the best food for
me at www.dogfoodproject.com.

4. Positive Training
Sometimes training can be hard for
humans to figure out. Just remember
this: I will work in order to gain
something I want. There is never a
reason to scare me or cause me pain
in the name of training. I’ll be better
behaved and we’ll have a better
relationship if you learn how to
engage me and get me excited about
learning new things with you.
Want to find a trainer? Visit
www.petprofessionalguild.com.

5. Teach me How to Live in
a Human World
Remember that I’m not a tiny person
in a furry coat. I’m not capable

of understanding your morals or
etiquette. If you don’t want me to jump
on your guests, I need to be rewarded
for sitting. If you don’t want me to
sleep on your bed, I need a comfortable
bed of my own. Don’t take my good
behaviour for granted and only pay
attention to me by punishing me when
I do something wrong. My behaviour
is a reflection of your behaviour; you
can’t expect me to change without first
changing yourself. Teaching me how to
live in your world is a gift to both of us.

6. Health Care
Regular vet visits are an important
part of keeping me in good health,
but I need you to give me more than
just an annual checkup. Give me daily
outdoor adventures to exercise my
mind and body. Sometimes I may even
require extra health-care professionals
on my team, such as chiropractors,
massage therapists, naturopaths, and
physiotherapists. Do your part by
cultivating a relationship with other
members of my health-care team. Ask
for resources when discussing possible
diagnoses, explore the various options
for my care with them, and ask smart,
well-researched questions. Keep your
own records of my health so you can
catch problems early. Do simple, routine
health-care procedures like weekly nail
trims, regular brushing of my teeth, and
checking for lumps and bumps.

7. Respect and Protection
I will sometimes need something
and you won’t understand why. You
may think it funny that I’m afraid of a
garbage can, but don’t laugh and drag
me past it. I need you to protect me even
when you don’t think I need protecting.
I need you to be my advocate because I
cannot speak for myself.
Give me these gifts, and I’ll give back
to you all year long.
Speaking of Dogs Newsletter | December 2013 | 6

ask the trainer

2. Positive Socialization

The Ontario SPCA
and Brampton
Animal Services are
seeking the public’s
assistance regarding
an act of animal
cruelty in the Region of Peel.
Visit Doggone Safe’s
Facebook page daily
for tips on how to
help your pets enjoy
the holidays as
much as you do!

Read about Kim
Thomas’s battle
against puppy mills
in the Sarnia area.

A Hamilton woman
has been convicted
of animal cruelty
and is now on
probation.

Video Bits and Bites
If you missed The
Nature of Things’
informative
episode on dogs,
“A Dogs Life,” which
originally aired on
November 21st, you can view it here.

& bites

Simply click on a summary to be
whisked away to the internet page
where you can read the full story.

If you have children
visiting during the
holidays, share
these tips on how
to be a kid dogs feel
safe with.

bits

Bits & Bites

This video explains
how clicker training
can be used to help
a dog better cope
with getting his
nails trimmed.
The cat lovers out
there will love
this video of cats
stealing dog beds!
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November 2013 adoptions:

A big thank you to our foster parents and our new adoptive
guardians for helping give these loving dogs a second chance.

recent adoptions

Happy
Tails
Bobo

Margot

Maggie

Chase

Chloe

Pumpkin Pom

Dennis

Bentley

Tiki

Samantha
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Here’s our dear Becky, who’s now going
by Becca, in her forever home. Her new
family had this to say, “She is doing
amazing. She is very active, and Holly
and she have become very close. They
are constantly playing together.... As
a family, we are very happy with the
decision we made to adopt Becca. She
has already found a deep place in our
heart and brought a lot of youthful
enthusiasm to our house. We look
forward to many memory filled years.”

Take Your Shot at Scoring Some
Leafs Tickets!

Can You Spare
a Few Bones?

Speaking of Dogs Rescue has done it again – we’ve scored with golds
just in time for Christmas, and we’re raffling them off! We have
been generously donated a set of Leafs gold tickets for the Saturday,
February 8, 2014, game against the Vancouver Canucks at the ACC
in Toronto. The raffle will be held from Monday, December 9th to
midnight on Monday, December 16th. The lucky number will be
drawn on Tuesday, December 17th at 9 a.m. by an independent
volunteer. Raffle tickets are virtual and priced at one for $10.00 or
three for $25.00. Your ticket number(s) will be emailed to you. Your
raffle stewards this draw are Gerry B. and Lorraine H.
If you wish to purchase tickets please email lorraine@speakingofdogs.com.
Payment can be made by cheque, Visa, MasterCard, or email money
transfer.

The easiest way to offer financial
support to Speaking of Dogs is to
visit our Canada Helps Giving Page
http://www.canadahelps.org/
GivingPages/GivingPage.
aspx?gpID=10262
And when you give to us
through Canada Helps we give
back to you: a tax-deductible
receipt will be issued directly
from the site.
Thank you for your
generosity and support!
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recent adoptions

What can we say,
some Happy Tails
deserve a second
wag!

They may not be able to write to Santa Claus, but they sure could strike a pose with him!
A holly-jolly time was had by all when the Global Pet Foods at 3110 Kingston Road offered
up space so SOD Rescue could raise some funds through pet photos with Santa.
Many thanks to our volunteers, Gary from Global Pet Foods, and our wonderful
photographers, Joy Olayta (www.joyolayta.com) and Fred Ni (iwantapounddog.blogspot.ca).
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event recap

Christmas Came Early!

happy holidays

It’s a Dog Lover’s Christmas...
... At Speaking of Dogs Baskets and Gifts online store! We have geared
up for the howliday season and have gifts for every dog lover on
your list. It’s one-stop shopping! We’ve got Christmas baskets, cards,
ornaments, books, puzzles, purses, socks, scarves, gift certificates,
mugs, rugs, and so much more – all dog-themed but of course. Look
no further than www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca for all your
Christmas shopping needs!
We’re also offering our Give a Shelter Dog a Christmas Gift gifting
program again this year. We offer free delivery in Toronto and two gift
sizes to choose from. It’s a warm and wonderful way to help make the holidays brighter for dogs in shelters. Visit
us at http://store-qfhy4pg.mybigcommerce.com/baskets-give-a-shelter-dog-a-christmas/ to help a homeless
dog enjoy the holidays. Toys and treats for every dog is our goal!
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Animal rescue is always a group
effort. Every year, numerous people
give of themselves, their skills, and
their time to help us save dogs from
lives of pain and misery and place
them in forever homes full of love,
happiness, warmth, and joy. At this
time of year, we like to say an extra
special thank you to all of them:
AT Developers
(www.atdevelopers.com)
Awaken My Senses
Martin and Karin Bull
The Canine Social Company
Cedarbrae Veterinary Clinic

Chartwell Veterinary Clinic
Fab Fido Grooming
Fou Fou Furever Auction
Furever.ca
gawck (www.gawck.ca)
Global Pet Foods
Hwy 401 Warden Pet Hospital
Hurontario Veterinary Hospital
Karen at Majer Signs
Lake Edge Cottages
Yvette Langille of Annex
Registered Massage Therapy
Brett McLellan
Tracy Munson (www.80sgirlart.com)
North York Obedience Club
Pawsitive Support

Paytrak
Pet Valu
Petopia
Pets Are People Too Grooming
Relish Bar and Grill
Wooftown
All our supporters and donors
And all our tireless volunteers
who’ve helped at events and
with fundraising, transports,
and fostering.
Without this team of people,
we would not be able to help the
many dogs who come to us in need.
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thank you

A Special Thank You to the Many Wonderful
People Who’ve Helped Our Dogs in 2013

