Saving just one dog won’t change the world...
but, surely, the world will change for that one dog...

Come one! Come All!
Come Bid!
We’re pleased to announce the latest
installment of our highly popular
Speaking of Dogs online auction, being
held from November 1 to 9, 2013!

Some of our most exciting items include:
a Rush poster personally signed by all
three members of the band (with an
authentication letter), an iPod Mini
(64 GB), a T-Fal Actifry deep fryer, a
KitchenAid stand mixer, several prints,
and fashionable jewelry. We also have
some popular gift certificates, such as an
animal communication session, a reiki
session for your dog, $100 towards a stay
at Lake Edge Cottages, a personality
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We must constantly fundraise to support
the growing number of dogs in dire
need of our help. The online auctions are
among our most successful fundraising
endeavours. So far this year we have
found forever homes for over 100
dogs, many of which were seniors or
had special needs.
Thanks to our many generous
supporters, there are over 200 items
to bid on!

november 2013

About Speaking of Dogs
Speaking of Dogs is a Toronto-based
organization that launched in 2001 and is
dedicated to educating and enlightening
people about dogs through seminars, workshop
forums, outreach and rescue. Our goal is to
end cruelty, abandonment, mistreatment and
homelessness of man’s best friend.
assessment and interpretation, and a
massage with an RMT.
Simply visit http://www.auction.
speakingofdogs.com/ on November 1st
after 9 am and you’ll be directed to the
auction site. As usual, we’ll have a “buy
now” feature on select items. Check our
website daily, place your bids, and know
that you’ll be helping us help as many
dogs as possible find a second chance at
love and life. All funds raised go directly
to veterinary costs and quality care.

Contact Speaking of Dogs
1277 York Mills Road, Box 33508
Toronto, ON Canada M3A 3R5
Phone: 416-444-4190
Fax: 416-444-7116
Email: info@speakingofdogs.com
Web: www.speakingofdogs.com

Newletter Team
Editor: Nancy Foran
Design: Cathy Vandergeest at www.gawck.ca
Contributors: Nomi Berger, Kim Gladding,
Mirrka Koivusalo, and Lorraine Houston

Newsletters

Speaking of Dogs online auction

November 1 to 9, 2013
www.auction.speakingofdogs.com

If you no longer want to receive our newsletter,
email newsletter@speakingofdogs.com, with
“unsubscribe” written in the subject line.
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Can you spell happy?
W-A-L-L-Y. Happiness
is written all over his
handsome and open face.
It stretches from one side of
his deep, welcoming smile
to the other. It sparkles in
his dramatic pale blue eyes,
the colour of opal marbles.
For a dog, 9-year-old Wally
is a true people person,
filled with a love as warm
and as wide as his smile.
He is the best of
companions for any human,
loving and affectionate
and a well-mannered
gentleman too. With the
boundless energy typical
of his remarkable Aussie
breed, Wally loves to run
and to fetch. He also loves
car rides. Because he can

featured dog:

Wally

australian shepherd
large, senior, male

be vocal at times, especially
when he gets bored, he is
an excellent guard dog –
until he flips onto his back
for a belly rub from a total
stranger! He can be reactive
on walks when he sees
other dogs, but his foster
dad redirects his attention
and dutifully rewards
him when he responds.
Although he is still a work
in progress, he has made
great strides. Now, what
happy Wally wants most
is to share his boundless
energy and affection with
a happy family (complete
with a large fenced yard and
no cats, please) who
are eager to share their
love with him. Forever.

A friend in need is a friend indeed
Without a doubt, a dog is a real friend. Our dogs come in
all shapes and sizes, but they have one thing in common–
they all need loving forever homes. Open your heart and
your home to a rescue dog. You’ll be glad you did.

Chloe

shih tzu / terrier Mix
medium, adult, femalE

For complete information about the adoption process,
please visit www.speakingofdogs-adoption.blogspot.com/
For more information on each dog, simply click on
their name.

Lewis

labrador retriever
large, senior, male

Callie

collie / australian shepherd mix
medium, adult, female
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dogs looking for homes

Wally

dogs looking for homes

Samantha

Chase

Dennis

poodle
small, adult, male

labrador retreiver / shepherd
large, adult, female

shih tzu
small, adult, male

Maggie

Princess Dora
beagle / Terrier Mix
medium adult, male

skye terrier mix
small, senior, female

Dayden

Lucy

Timmy

shih tzu
small, adult, female

german shepherd dog
medium, adult, female

labrador retriever / beagle Mix
medium, adult, female

Bonnie

shih tzu
small, adult, male
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dogs looking for homes

Tulip

hound / labrador mix
medium, adult, female

Juliette

chihuahua
small, adult, female

Margot

collie / shepherd mix
medium, senior, female

Give Us
Something to
Bark About!

Rugby

Labrador retriever
medium, senior, male

Bobo

yorkshire terrier
medium, adult, male

Has your dog accomplished
something amazing? Want to
let everyone know just how
special your Speaking of Dogs
dog really is? Care to share
some musings about being a
foster mom or dad? We’d like to
hear about it! Please send your
interesting, heartwarming, or
awe-inspiring doggie tale to
info@speakingofdogs.com.

You Oughta Be
in Pictures!
We are now accepting pictures
for the cover of the 2014 Rescue
Directory.

Pumpkin Pom
Pomeranian
small, adult, female

Cherry

beagle / labrador mix
medium, adult, female

Please submit clear photos
to lhh4dogs@rogers.com.
A committee of Speaking of Dogs
volunteers will decide which
pictures go to the finals.
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Come out to
Selkirk for holiday
bandanas, sweaters,
coats, tuques,
and treats! Even
Santa Claus will be
making an appearance: get your pet’s
photo taken with Santa between 10 a.m
and 1 p.m. For additional info please
contact Rose at 289-440-3402.
Day: Saturday, November 23
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Selkirk Centennial Hall

Speaking of Dogs
Rescue Joins Blue
Buffalo’s Home
4 the Holidays
Campaign
SOD Rescue will be
participating in this
year’s Home 4 the
Holidays campaign,
taking place from
October 1, 2013,
to January 2, 2014. Started in 1999,
this adoption drive aims to raise
awareness about the importance of
pet adoption during the holiday season.
For more information please visit
www.home4theholidays.org.

Pet Photos with
Santa at Global Pet
Foods!
Write a
On November 9th
heartwarming
and 16th, help us
raise funds for SOD story and help SOD
rescue by getting
Rescue win a $500
your pet’s photo
donation!
taken with Santa at

the Global Pet Foods at 3110 Kingston
Road (one block east of McCowan,
near Fenwood). Thanks to everyone
who is volunteering and to Global Pet
Foods for generously offering us space
in the store.

Announcing the
2014 Speaking of
Dogs Seminars!
The 2014 Speaking
of Dogs seminars
are booked! Here’s
what you have to
look forward to:
• Monica Segal speaking about canine
nutrition in April 2014
• Aimee Sadler speaking on Playing
for Life (shelter dog play grouping)
in October 2014
We’ll be publishing all the details
right here in the coming months!

The Helen
Woodward
Animal Centre
will once again be
hosting the “Most
Heartwarming
Story” contest. Each organization
participating in the 2013 Home 4
the Holidays campaign can enter
their best pet adoption story (www.
home4theholidays.org). Every week,
Home 4 the Holidays will share one story
over their social media network, and the
rescue that submits the story judged to
be the most heartwarming will win $500.
Do you have a story about your special
SOD adoptee? Please email it to
Lorraine at lorraine@speakingofdogs.com.

Visit our online store at
www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca

Special Dogs Need
Special People
When
Speaking of
Dogs foster
Dennis, a
toy poodle,
needed a
good clipping,
his foster
mom Gerry
called Pets
Are People Too. Not only did
owner Stephanie Smyth provide
the grooming free of charge, she
even showed Gerry how to clip
her fosters. Gerry described her as
“wonderfully patient (with me),”
and Dennis reported that Stephanie
did a fantastic job!
Pets Are People Too has been
serving the Markham community
since 1985 and has been owned and
operated by Stephanie since 1998.
She is now one of the few house-call
groomers in Ontario. Her services
are ideal for young, elderly, nervous,
or physically challenged pets. Your
dog never has to leave home, wait
in a cage, or listen to the barking of
other dogs, making the grooming
as stress-free as possible.
Speaking of Dogs Rescue would
like to thank Stephanie for
helping out Gerry and Dennis.
You can find out more about
Pets Are People Too at
http://www.petsarepeopletoo.ca.
Countless volunteers and businesses
help our Speaking of Dogs dogs. We
try to recognize everyone in some way,
at some time, and this feature lets you
know about the extra special efforts
of some of the amazing people who
support our dogs. Are you thinking of
a business that deserves a big Speaking
of Dogs shout out? Don’t keep that
thought to yourself! Share it with us
at info@speakingofdogs.com.
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events

Here Comes Santa
Paws!

ask the trainer

the nose knows!
Mirkka
Koivusalo, MSc,
PhD, owner
of Mindful
Behaviors and
co-owner of the
Toronto Centre
For Canine
Education
I guess I’m not the average dog owner:
I got a dog over 10 years ago because
I wanted to explore what their noses
can do. I purposefully got a working
dog breed and started training tracking
as well as search and rescue with her.
I’m still on the same track (excuse the
pun!) with my current dog. It always
amazes me how much dogs love using
their noses and how it tires them out.
The days that I track with my dog, he
is so happy and tired for the rest of the
day that he can barely move. This got
me thinking... I believe we would have
less problematic behaviours in our
pet dogs if we harnessed their noses
to do something useful. Dogs have
300 million scent receptors while we
humans have only 6 million, so dogs
can really smell!
Introducing your dog to scent games
doesn’t necessarily mean dedicating
half of your day to laying tracks. There
are many less-time-consuming ways to
harness you dog’s amazing sense of smell.

Treasure hunts
Have you ever dropped a treat on the
ground and then your dog just cannot
stop sniffing and looking for it until he
finds it? Or will your dog keep running
around and sniffing the grass until
she find the tennis ball you tossed for
her? These are the easiest scent games:
start hiding items that have inherent
value for your dog. Treasure hunts
for treats or your dog’s favourite toy
inside the house are fun games. Start
with easy hides and slowly raise the

bar to make it more difficult. When
your dog catches onto the game, try
shutting your dog in another room
while you hide the treasure and then
release the hound! This builds drive
and enthusiasm. When your dog is
frantically searching for the valuable,
add a “find it” cue to the behaviour.
Take the scent games outside as well.

Finding lost items
If your dog knows how to retrieve, start
by asking him to retrieve your keys,
wallet, or cell phone (but be mindful
that they might get damaged in the
process!). When he delivers the item to
you, reward him with tasty treats. Next
start gradually hiding the item behind
a chair or under a rug or pillow and ask
your dog to retrieve it. Remember to
reward generously every single time!
Start adding the name of the item as the
cue – this game comes in very handy
when you have actually lost the item.

Find a “lost person” (hide-and-seek)
To track a “lost person,” ask a family
member or a friend that your dog loves
to first walk across an untouched patch
of grass and then hide behind a bush
with your dog’s favourite toy or treats.
Your dog can be allowed to see the
process happening the first few times.
Release your dog to run to the person
to get rewarded. At first the game is
visual, but gradually make the exercise

harder: the person can walk a longer
distance and start hiding in different
places. Sooner or later your dog will
start smelling the ground and air to
locate the person of interest.

Detection dog game
You can use the same principle drug,
bomb, or bed-bug detection dogs are
taught: locate a scent of interest and
report the finding to the handler. You
can pick a scent you can easily find at
home, such as a spice, tea, or an essential
oil, put it in a jar, and start rewarding
your dog for putting his nose on top of
the container. This takes timing skills, so
clicker training is my preferred choice.
When your dog is fluent at poking the
scent jar, you can start adding empty
jars or jars with other scents. Yes your
dog will poke the incorrect ones too, but
sooner or later he will start gravitating
towards the “hot” one more often, as
only this one gets him what he wants.
Next start hiding the scent and reward
extensively when your dog finds it.
There are a lot of nosework-type classes
available to help you get your dog
started with this game.
And last but not least, by far the easiest
scenting activity that you can do after a
long and tiring day is to toss a handful
of kibble or treats on a large area of
grass and let your dog sniff her way to
them. Sit down and enjoy!
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event recap

halloween fun!
There were wicked and witchy wags
and wiggles at Petopia’s Halloween
party to support SOD Rescue. The
event was attended by 30 dogs and
70 of their best human friends. Many
thanks to...
• Petopia Doggy Daycare owners
Pat and Wilson and their staff
• event captains Jasmine LeClair
and Daniela Rodrigues
• photographers Tracy Munson
and Graham Chivers
• Pat Lo, Terrie White, and Jacob
Campbell for donating prizes
• on-site volunteers Kim G., Lindsay
B., Rafael N., Kathy R., Carl and
Mari-Anne M., Michelle W.,
Evguenia P., and Lorraine H.

Well, well, well, if it’s not our own Forever in Foster
Marilyn (the senior black lab) winning the best costume
award for her sexy nurse costume! Runners up are Chia
Pet Vizsla and Honey Lu Lu Poodle in princess pink!

more halloween
thanks!
Wags and Wiggles to The Canine
Social Company and the Merrill
Park Dog Association for their
combined Halloween party efforts
Sunday October 27. Their spooky
adventure began at Merrill Dog Park

Our owner/dog look-a-like finalists

Thanks to Tracy and Graham for taking dog portraits!
And to Carol, Judith, and the crew from Happy Tails
for coming to our party!

with contests and games, and then
the party goers met at The Canine
Social Company (http://www.
thecaninesocialcompany.com)
for additional contests, a photo
booth and a bake sale!
Thank you to The Canine Social
Company, the Merrill Park Dog

Event captains Daniela and Jasmine!

Association (www.merrilldogpark.
wordpress.com), Maggie Deuitch
Photography (http://maggiedeuitch.
com) and all the good folks who came
out to support Speaking of Dogs
Rescue! We are truly grateful to all
of you for helping our dogs!
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A heartfelt piece by
Speaking of Dogs
volunteer and dog
trainer Blanche
Axton, about coping
with her beloved
dog’s Canine Cognitive Dysfunction.
If your dog needs
to work on how to
greet visitors, start
training now, before
the busy holiday
season.
The Ontario
government has
amended the
Ontario Society for
the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals
Act. Read about the changes here.
The Dogington Post
has a very useful
and informative
article about the
dangers of “free to a
good home” online
classifieds.

Maple Lodge Farms
has been found
guilty of violating
federal animal
health regulations.

Video Bits and Bites
Clear evidence that
demonstrates why
it is very important
to keep your dog
by your side and
within your sight
when you get on an elevator.
It turns out dogs
just might be people
too!

This funny video
describes how to
use a “rattle can”
the right way (hint:
it doesn’t involve
rattling a can!).

Choke collars can
and do kill. One
New York City
couple found that
out the hard way...
A woman was
relieved when her
escaped cats were
found at Vancouver
airport.

This month’s
recalls and alerts:
• Bailey’s Choice dog treats

& bites

Simply click on a summary to be
whisked away to the internet page
where you can read the full story.

Monica Segal blogs
about how helping
ease rescue dogs’
digestive problems
can help them find
their forever home.

bits

Bits & Bites

Speaking of
Dogs Calendars
Are Here!
The rescue’s 2014 calendars are
now available! They are a perfect
holiday gift and a great way to
support the rescue. Every picture
that was submitted made the
calendar, and there are also many
photos from Tracy Munson, one
of our volunteer photographers.
Many thanks to Rose Hamilton,
Karen Purchmajer, and Kathy
Bruce for all their hard work on
this beautiful calendar!
The calendars are $12 each or
$100 for 10. Email Lorraine at
lhh4dogs@rogers.com if you’d like
one (or 10!).

Pay It Forward –
Get the T-Shirt
You’re the proud new parent of a
fabulous rescue dog, so why not
tell the world? Buy a T-shirt that
broadcasts the message loud and
clear. Who knows, by wearing
your T-shirt you could motivate
someone else to adopt a rescue dog.
So go ahead and pay it forward.
• $20.00 plus mailing fees
• available in small, medium,
large, and extra large
To get your Proud Guardian
of a Rescue Dog tees contact
lorraine@speakingofdogs.com.
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recent adoptions

Happy
Tails
October 2013 adoptions:

A big thank you to our foster parents
and our new adoptive guardians
for helping give these loving dogs a
second chance.

Bella

Alan

Becky

Bailey

Crispin

Can You Spare
a Few Bones?
Farley

The easiest way to offer financial
support to Speaking of Dogs is to
visit our Canada Helps Giving Page
http://www.canadahelps.org/
GivingPages/GivingPage.
aspx?gpID=10262
And when you give to us
through Canada Helps we give
back to you: a tax-deductible
receipt will be issued directly
from the site.

Honey

Thank you for your generosity and support!
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happy tails

Happy Tails
This month, SOD Rescue was happy
to see not one but two of our former
“featured dogs” find their forever
homes. We know how their journeys
began, and now we get to find out
where those journeys led them...

Becky’s Happy Tail

Becky’s new family had this to say:
Becky has adjusted remarkably well so
far. She rings a bell for outside as well
as for food. She’s a smart cookie that’s
for sure! She is enjoying looking for
squirrels in the trees and Holly, our
other dog, has warmed up to her and is
playing a lot more with her. We could
not be happier. She has jumped right
into our hearts.

Alan’s Happy Tail

Alan’s new family had this to say:
Yogi, aka Alan, has been a great
addition to our family. With a lot of
energy, he adds a completely different
dimension. He is learning and already
has a few tricks up his sleeve!

Two Gifts in One!
During the month of November,
when you shop at Speaking of
Dogs Baskets and Gifts at
www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca,
you can support the dog rescue or
shelter of your choice!
Do your holiday shopping during the
month of November, and 10% of your
purchase will be donated to the dog
charity of your choice. Simply write in
the COMMENTS section where you
would like your 10% to go!
Many new holiday and dog-themed
gift items!

Share the Holiday
Joy with a Shelter
Dog!
“Give a Shelter Dog a Christmas”
packages will be available from
November 16th to December 23rd
through Speaking of Dogs Baskets
and Gifts. This year we are working
with over 25 shelters to ensure that
no dog goes without a toy and treat
this holiday season. Gifting can be
done in the name of a friend or
family member. Christmas baskets
range from $15 to $40. Visit
www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca
to order.

Speaking of Dogs Baskets and Gifts –
your one stop dog lovers’ gift shop!
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