Saving just one dog won’t change the world...
but, surely, the world will change for that one dog...
the official speaking of dogs monthly newsletter

The Leaves Won’t
Be the Only Thing
Dropping!
The hammer will soon be dropping on the
fall online auction, so mark your calendars.
This important fundraiser will be running
from November 1st to 9th.
Many new and good-quality vintage items
have already been generously donated. We
are now in need of a few bigger-ticket items
as well as gift certificates. We are accepting
donations between September 1st and
October 4th.
To arrange a drop-off at one of our various
locations in Toronto, please contact
auction@speakingofdogs.com and let
us know what area of the city you are in.
Thanks from all the dogs and everyone
at Speaking of Dogs Rescue.

Looking for Some Original Ad Space?
Speaking of Dogs Rescue has an excellent marketing opportunity
for businesses of all sizes and of all types. For only $40 you can
place a business card sized ad in the rescue’s 2014 calendar.
Funds raised will help cover the costs of printing the calendar,
ensuring more funds go to the many deserving dogs in our care.
For more information please contact Lorraine at
info@speakingofdogs.com.
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in 2001 and is dedicated to
educating and enlightening people
about dogs through seminars,
workshop forums, outreach and
rescue. Our goal is to end cruelty,
abandonment, mistreatment and
homelessness of man’s best friend.
Contact Speaking of Dogs
1277 York Mills Road, Box 33508
Toronto, ON Canada M3A 3R5
Phone: 416-444-4190
Fax: 416-444-7116
Email: info@speakingofdogs.com
Web: www.speakingofdogs.com
Newletter Team
Editor: Nancy Foran
Design: Cathy Vandergeest at
www.gawck.ca
Contributors: Nomi Berger,
Emily Fisher, and Lorraine
Houston
Newsletters
If you would no longer like to
receive our newsletter, email
newsletter@speakingofdogs.com,
with “unsubscribe” written in the
subject line.
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Who could resist the appeal
in those huge puppy eyes?
The inviting expression on
that sweet, soft face that
says, “Play with me, please.”
And he’s off and running
and showing you how. With
his puppy mill days behind
him, Alan is just a typical
puppy now – happy and
healthy and curious about
everything. He’s a bundle
of spirited energy wrapped
in a small, furry package,
greeting everyone he meets
with a wide, open smile. He
walks well with a harness
on leash and will play with
his foster dog buddies until
he’s exhausted. Then he’ll
curl up with one of them

featured dog:

Alan

papillon / pomeranian mix
small, young, male

for a well-earned nap. He’s
good with other dogs, is
learning to respect the cat’s
space, and although he’s
friendly with people, he’s
still a bit wary of new men.
He’s both housetrained and
crate-trained, and he sleeps
quietly through the night.
The ideal home for Alan
would be one with another
small dog – well-rounded,
social, and stable – to act as
both his furever guide and
best companion. (If you have
a house, your yard must be
fenced to the ground to keep
Alan from flattening himself
out and sliding through the
narrowest of spaces.)

A friend in need is a friend indeed
Without a doubt, a dog is a real friend. Our dogs come in
all shapes and sizes, but they have one thing in common–
they all need loving forever homes. Open your heart and
your home to a rescue dog. You’ll be glad you did.

Becky

labrador retriever
medium, young, female

For complete information about the adoption process,
please visit www.speakingofdogs-adoption.blogspot.com/
For more information on each dog, simply click on
their name.

Lewis

labrador retriever
large, senior, male

Tia

pomerainian
small, adult, female
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dogs looking for homes

Alan

dogs looking for homes

Mimzy

Wally

Dennis

poodle
small, adult, female

australian shepherd
large, senior, male

poodle
small, adult, male

Cricket

Freddie

Amber

plothound / labrador mix
medium, adult, female

Wire Fox Terrier Mix
small, adult, male

pekingese
small, senior, female

Chili

Lucy

Timmy

poodle mix
small, adult, female

labrador retriever / beagle Mix
medium, adult, female

shih tzu
small, adult, male
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dogs looking for homes

Rupert

labrador retriever / shepherd mix
medium, young, male

Hope

shih tzu / terrier Mix
medium, adult, femalE

Lucy

poodle mix
small, adult, female

Teddy

POodle
small, senior, male

Give Us Something to Bark About!

Marley

australian cattle dog / basenji
medium, young, male

Has your dog accomplished something
amazing? Want to let everyone know just
how special your Speaking of Dogs dog
really is? Care to share some musings
about being a foster mom or dad?

We’d like to hear about it! Please send
your interesting, heartwarming, or
awe-inspiring doggie tale to
info@speakingofdogs.com.
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Featuring Julie Robitaille
Living with a dog exhibiting fearful,
reactive, or aggressive behaviour
can be heartbreaking. It can leave
pet owners with little to no hope of
sharing a peaceful life with their canine
companions. This one-day seminar
introduces a new, innovative training
methodology designed for the most
challenging behaviour problems.
TACT (Touch Associated Clicker
Training) creatively combines the
science and art of learning theory,
clicker training, and massage therapy.
This unique approach is used
specifically to rehabilitate and prevent
shy, fearful, reactive, and aggressive
behaviour in dogs and puppies and
uses positive training methods.
TACT uses a ritualized protocol designed
with safety, structure, and predictability
in mind. TACT develops confidence
and coping skills while changing the
emotional response in fearful dogs.
TACT incorporates a detailed homemanagement and real-world exposure
control program that coincides with
the owners’ training protocol. TACT is
beneficial for all dogs, including puppies,
shy dogs, and shelter dogs. TACT’s
Caregivers Fatigue program provides a
plan for healthy self-care.

LAST CHANCE
TO REGISTER!
Date: Sunday, September 15th, 2013
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: Toronto Don Valley Hotel
and Suites, Toronto
Cost: $135.00
For more information please visit
www.speakingofdogs-seminars.
blogspot.ca or call 416-444-4190 or
email lorraine@speakingofdogs.com.

Walk to End
Canine Cancer
The second Walk
to End Canine
Cancer is only a
few weeks away!
100% of all funds
raised will be
donated to the
Smiling Blue Skies Cancer Fund, OVC
Pet Trust, at the Ontario Veterinary
College, University of Guelph, and will
be used for the treatment and research
of canine cancer. For more information
please visit https://www.facebook.com/
EndCanineCancer.
Date: Saturday, September 28th
Time: Registration begins at 10:00 a.m.,
and the walk begins at 12:00 p.m.
Place: Kew Beach
Donations can also be made online at
uofg.convio.net/toronto2013.

Cast Your Vote
and Help Our Dogs!
Your votes could help us win $500!
The Shelter Challenge started on
August 12th and runs until Sunday,
October 13, 2013.
The rescue with the highest number
of votes in Canada will receive a prize
of $1,000. We have some dogged
competition, so we’ve teamed up with
All Breed Canine Rescue (ABCR).
We’re asking all supporters of Speaking
of Dogs Rescue and All Breed Canine
Rescue to vote for Speaking of Dogs. If
Speaking of Dogs wins, the prize will
be split 50/50 between the two rescues.
Through this combined effort, we have
a real shot at winning some muchneeded funding for both rescues.
The contest permits one vote per day
per computer, so please try to vote
daily at www.shelterchallenge.com.

updates

Seminar: TACT
(Touch Associated
Clicker Training)

Holiday and Special
Occasion Rescue Dog
Calendar Photos
We’d love to include your photos in
our 2014 rescue dog calendar! Ideal
photos would not include people
but can include four-legged friends.
We’re particularly interested in
photos of your canine companion
during holidays and other special
occasions. Pictures should be 300
dpi and at least 5 inches x 7 inches.
Send your photos to Lorraine at
lorraine@speakingofdogs.com.

You Oughta Be in Pictures!
We are now accepting pictures
for the cover of the 2014 Rescue
Directory. Please submit clear
photos to lhh4dogs@rogers.
com. A committee of Speaking
of Dogs volunteers will decide
which pictures go to the finals.

September 21st
is Puppy Mill
Awareness DaY
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Emily Fisher, CPDT-KA Scratch and
Sniff Canine Services, Guelph, ON
A new friend invites you to tea. You
really like this person and would like to
get to know her better, so you happily
accept. You visit the finest bakery and
purchase delicious pastries, a hostess
gift, and show up at her house, welldressed and on time.
She lets you in, accepts the pastries
graciously, and heads to the kitchen for
plates, telling you to “help yourself.”
You turn left and head into the dining
room, and laid out before you is a
buffet table 10 – no, 20 – feet long.
Stomach grumbling, you start helping
yourself to the plentiful food.
Minutes later, your new friend gasps
as she rushes through the doorway.
She shouts, “NO! STOP! What are
you doing?! Stop that, you ungrateful
jerk!” She grabs a newspaper off the
side table, rolls it up, and whacks you
across the nose, saying, “BAD! BAD!”
She grabs you by the shirt collar and
drags you out the front door, slamming
it behind you. You are left spinning
on the front stoop, sore in body and
mind, wondering what on earth just
happened.
If you could read the mind of your
host, maybe you’d realize that the
buffet in the dining room wasn’t for
you. It was for the baby shower she
was hosting that evening. When she
said, “help yourself ” she meant “help
yourself to tea in the sitting room,”

she can happily stay in her crate while
you are out. If housetraining is an issue,
tighten up your housetraining protocol
and consider a vet visit if the accidents
seem out of the ordinary.

Dogs are subject to this experience
daily. As a different species, they don’t
share our courtesies and social niceties.
We can’t sit them down and explain
things to them.

There is no need to frighten your dog
for doing something dogs simply do.
Unlike little people in fur suits, they
lick their unmentionable body parts,
eat garbage and poop, and do all sorts
of other disgusting things. Scavenging
has been in their evolutionary history
for at least 15,000 years, so getting into
the garbage is as natural as running and
barking. Take the easy way out: prevent
access to things you don’t want your
dog touching (or eating) and foster a
better, more respectful relationship.

What is the best buffet in the eyes of
a dog? How about the garbage can?
When we see used tissues, week-old
chicken bones, or dirty underwear,
we think “Yuck.” When dogs see these
things they think “Maybe I should
put that in my mouth. Yes, I definitely
should put this in my mouth.”
When your dog gets into the garbage
or eats out of the litter box, they are
feasting from a buffet. Dogs eat gross
things because they taste good; they
don’t do it to make a mess or make
their owners mad.
When you come home to find a mess
your dog has made and shout, smack,
isolate, or otherwise “discipline,” you
are behaving in the same way as that
unpleasant hostess. When your dog
looks “guilty,” you are seeing what dog
behaviour professionals call “calming
signals,” that is, behaviours used in a
social situation that indicate stress and
an attempt to calm the other party.
Your dog isn’t feeling guilty; he is afraid
you are going to have a sudden and
frightening outburst (because the last
time you walked in the door with that
look on your face you did!).

Want to know more? Take a look
at these resources:
“Guilt Part 1 – Is Denver the Dog
Really Guilty?”
http://dogspies.blogspot.ca/2011/03/isdenver-dog-really-guilty.html
“Guilt Part 2 - She greeted me showing
guilty behavior! She gave herself away!”
http://dogspies.blogspot.ca/2011/04/
guilt-part-2-she-greeted-me-showing.
html
“Guilty Dog Look is a Myth”
from LiveScience
http://www.livescience.com/3669guilty-dog-myth.html

What is the alternative? Prevention.
Do the non-verbal equivalent of saying
to your guest “help yourself to tea in
the sitting room to your right.” Put
the cat box behind a gate that allows
access to the cats but not the dog. Put
the garbage in a cupboard. Close the
door to a room if you don’t want your
dog in there. Crate-train your dog so
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ask the trainer

just imagine...

located to the right of the front door.
But how were you to know? No one
told you otherwise. There were no
signs. The door was open. You did what
you thought you were supposed to do.

Animal charity
Four Paws
International has
reported that Royal
Canin sponsored
cruel bear baiting
contests in the Ukraine. (Some readers
may find the photos and video in this
article disturbing.)
Royal Canin
responded to
Four Paws’ claims,
issuing a statement
and admitting their
wrongdoing.

A New York Times
article has revealed
some disturbing
facts about PETA’s
shelter in Norfolk,
Virginia, and the
Richmond SPCA has weighed in.

Video Bits and Bites
Woof-fit is a gym
where both you and
your dog can get a
workout!

U.S. president
Barack Obama has
spoken out against
breed-specific
legislation!

(new or gently used) for our foster
dogs and Second Hand Shopping

This month’s
recalls and
alerts:
• Eukanuba and Iams dry
dog and cat foods
• Iverhart Plus flavoured
chewables
• Purina One Beyond dry
dog food

Learn how
enriching your dog’s
environment and
training can make
all the difference.
A Toronto
filmmaker is
working on a
documentary
about rescue dogs.

it’s never toO
late to donate
We are always looking for donations

They then provided an update.
Second-hand smoke
from cigarettes can
harm your pets, too.

& bites

Simply click on a summary to be
whisked away to the internet page
where you can read the full story.

Ever wonder if
you’re dog actually
enjoys going to offleash parks? Yvette
Van Veen explains
that not all dogs
enjoy parks, even though they may
appear to be having fun.

bits

Bits & Bites

Baskets (items sold at the events
we attend).

Specifically we need:
• harnesses—all sizes
• dog coats and sweaters—all sizes
• dog notecards
• stuffed toys
• balls and Kongs
• dog boots (all sizes, ensure there
are 4)
• martingale collars (all sizes)
• dog books
• stainless-steel bowls
Your donations are greatly
appreciated and make a big
difference to the lives of our foster
dogs. For location drop off or pick

Visit our online store at
www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca

up, please email Lorraine at
lorraine@speakingofdogs.com
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recent adoptions

Happy
Tails
August 2013 adoptions:

A big thank you to our foster parents
and our new adoptive guardians
for helping give these loving dogs a
second chance.

Flex

Jasper

Jessie

Bella

Joey

Walter

Spirit

Maria

Jenny

Tyler

Daisy Duke
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in memoriam

Your Pets in Heaven
To have loved and then said farewell,
is better than to have never loved at all.
For all of the times that you have stooped and touched my head,
fed me my favorite treat
and returned the love that I so unconditionally gave to you.
For the care that you gave to me so unselfishly.
For all of these things I am grateful and thankful.

Buddy

Loved by
Ron and Nola Wilson

I ask that you not grieve for the loss, but rejoice in the fact
that we lived, loved and touched each others lives.
My life was fuller because you were there,
not as a master/owner, but as my FRIEND.
Today I am as I was in my youth. The grass is always green,
butterflies flit among the flowers and the Sun shines
gently down upon all of God’s creatures.
I can run, jump, play and do all of the things that I did in my youth.
There is no sickness, no aching joints and no regrets and no aging.
We await the arrival of our lifelong companions
and know that togetherness is forever.
You live in our hearts as we do in yours.
Companions such as you are so rare and unique.

Sydney

Loved by the Anthony family
Adopted 2009

Don’t hold the love that you have within yourself.
Give it to another like me and then I will live forever.
For love never really dies, and you are loved
and missed as surely as we are.
—Ken D. Conover

In memory of the wonderful dogs who have
enriched our lives with their unconditional love.
We will always treasure the memories and
special moments we have shared.

Missy

Loved by Sue and Kathy
Adopted November 2011
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