As | was walking with my 10-year-
old son, | noticed three instances
where people were allowing their
dogs to meet on leash, and most
dogs did not look impressed. |
thought to myself, “What if | made
my son say hello to each person
we walked by?” So | asked him,
“What would you think if | said
you had to say hello to every kid
who walked by you?” He squish-
ed up his nose and looked at me
as if  had grown another head.
“Why would | want to do that?”
he responded.

Is my son antisocial? Does he
have trouble making friends? Or
does he perhaps not want
friends? Not at all! In fact, you
would probably raise an eyebrow
if you watched someone say
hello to every person they walked
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by. If we don't expect humans to
say greet to every stranger, why
do we ask it of our dogs?

Many dogs, especially once they
have passed the puppy stage, are
not keen to say hello - not all, but
many. We need to respect their
social preferences.

Look for the Subtle Signs
Leashed greetings can be very
uncomfortable for dogs because:

® \We usually have them greet face
to face, which is not polite for
dogs

e They are constrained on a leash,
and they know they can't go any-
where if things go sideways

Continued on page 2
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* \We human may miss the subtle
signs that indicate the dogs
aren't really interested in greet-
ing, such as:

o A tongue flick

o Looking away

o Quickly sniffing the ground

And Look for the Not-So-Subtle
Signs

If our dogs are trying to politely
say that they aren't interested in
greetings and we keep pushing
them to do so anyway, then the
subtle signs will escalate to more
overt ways of saying “no thank
you.” These can include:

¢ A hard stare at the other dog

* Getting stiff

® Showing teeth (which we
sometimes can't see on a walk)

® Raising their hackles

* Growling

® Lunging

* Barking

* Biting

You Got Your Dog's Back!

You may feel that you are being
rude to strangers who try to
approach you, but it is so impor-
tant to advocate for our dogs
and avoid putting them in an un-
comfortable situation (unless
absolutely necessary, such as a
vet visit).

If you ignore the signs and con-
tinue to force undesired en-
counters on your dog, then you
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risk your dog exhibiting escalat-
ed behaviors. To put it another
way, would you rather risk off-
ending a couple of strangers or
risk having a leash-reactive dog?

With so many dogs out and
about now, you may not have a
choice but to greet another dog.
Perhaps someone's dog is com-
ing up to you, pulling their per-
son like they are on a dog sled.
Or perhaps you didn't notice
the person coming up behind
you to say hello. Not to mention
the instances of off-leash dogs
running amok that have become
common place these days.

Gracefully Avoid a Greeting

So what's a discerning dog and
their owner to do? If someone
approaches with their dog on
leash and your dog isn't recep-
tive, you can simply say:

¢"I'm sorry, | have a new rescue
and she needs some space.”

¢ "My dog isn't feeling well, and
| don't know if it's contagious.”

¢ "My dog isn't good with leash-
ed greetings.”

If they have approached you on
a sneak attack, adopt the 3-sec-
ond rule. This involves counting
to three in your head and then
getting your dog out of there. It
is generally only after three sec-
onds that things go awry.

You can also teach your dog the

cue “Let's go!” to follow you.
Teach and practise this cue - it is
really useful! Here is a good

video that explains things nicely:
https://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=Eo-L2gtD7MQ

And what if you encounter an
off-leash dog? Take a handful of
treats or kibble and throw it right
in the dog's face. This normally
gives you enough time to use
your “Let's go!” cue and get out
of there.

Don't feel bad that your dog

isn't the neighbourhood greeter
or that you might look like a
“snob.” What's important is that
you show your dog, on a regular
basis, that you have their back
and they can just walk away with-
out getting upset. A simple “Let's
go!” that you make fun and rein-
forcing can help get you and
your dog out of difficult situations.

And now that you know how to
navigate greeting in a way that's
comfortable for you and your
dog, get out there and enjoy that
summer sunshine!

Andrea Dinan, CPDTKA,
is certified through the
Karen Pryor Academy,
having taken both Dog
Trainer Foundations and
the Aggression in Dogs
_ master course, and she
is a member of the Inter-
national Positive Dog
Training Association and
the founder of EduCanine
and City Dogs Training
and Behaviour.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eo-L2qtD7MQ 

A friend in need is a friend indeed

Without a doubt, a dog is a real friend. Our dogs come in all shapes and sizes, but they have one thing in common - they all need loving
forever homes. Open your heart and your home to a rescue dog. You'll be glad you did. For complete information about the adoption
process, please visit www.speakingofdogs.com/adoption-process. For more information on each dog, simply click on their name.
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https://www.speakingofdogs.com/adoption/dog-adoption-application-2/
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https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=17999408&petIndex_0=1
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=18033961&petIndex_0=9
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=18058658&petIndex_0=11
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=18061650&petIndex_0=6
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=17915787&petIndex_0=7
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=18061636&petIndex_0=8
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=17913495&petIndex_0=4
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=18083579&petIndex_0=0
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=17939166&petIndex_0=1

® Gas gifts cards

o Global Pet Foods or
Pet Valu gift cards

eKong or other
treat-disensing toys

-

CANYOU LEND A PAW?

Although we have a partnership with a doggy daycare, we do not
have a physical shelter; our dogs are in-home fostered by caring,
loving volunteers. Because of the way our rescue is structured,
the only hands-on volunteer position with our dogs is fostering.
Can't foster but want to help our dogs? Consider donating new
or gently used items for them. We are always in need of

® Canned and dry quality
dog foods

® Martingale collars
e Kuranda beds
e Thunder Shirts

J
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https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=17598755&petIndex_0=13
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=18069181&petIndex_0=3
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=18011253&petIndex_0=10
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=17817176&petIndex_0=14
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=18062588&petIndex_0=5
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/#action_0=pet&animalID_0=17986832&petIndex_0=12

Our Step Up for the Pups walkathon was a big success again this year! We had almost 30 walkers
who really STEPPED UP! Many thanks to everyone who participated, donated, took photos and

kept track of their steps. And the winners are:

Top Fundraisers:

CAROLINE & HARRY

Here are some photos that really capture the day! We have the
best team of peeps you could ever hope for! All for the dog!

Always for the dogs!
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KUDOS to VICKI CHORLEY and her merry band of YARD SALE HELPERS:
Lynn Weston, Marilynne and Nicole Maclnnis, Karen Grasley, Dale Mcowdrey, Bob Works & Shelley
Baker.

For an amazing ALL FOR THE DOGS YARD SALE! The team worked hard sorting, setting up and
selling to the tune of OVER $1,300.00!! WHAT A GRAND DAY! You can see by some of the pictures
they also had some laughs along the way! Great job everyone! All funds raised go to vetting our
foster dogs!

WHAT'S COOKING?

The Speaking of Dogs Facebook page is always serving
up something interesting, wether it's updates about
our dogs, amazing auctions, or fun jokes! We now have
a new treat on offer: Treat Recipe Tuesdays! You'll find
new recipes to tempt your best pal, and if you've got

a favourite recipe you'd like to share, please text us or
email

Check out our everyday to see what's
cooking!
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Charity-Organization/Speaking-of-Dogs-154018351304125/
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We are proud to be assisting IFAW's
Northern Dogs Project with their spay/
neuter clinic this year!

Your donations at work

Speaking of Dogs Newsletter

International
Fund for
Animal Welfare

With thanks to our

contributing spay/neuter

clinic sponsors:
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