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* ASK THE TRAINER

Talking Turkey about Thanksgiving with a Dog

With Thanksgiving just around the corner, plans for big gatherings of families and friends are in the works! While we love to include our pets in everything
that we do, this can provide fabulous enrichment for our animals or, sometimes, it's a big source of stress. With any activities involving your dog, the
question that needs to be top of mind is “am | doing this for me, or for my dog? Is this something that my dog WILL enjoy, or that | WISH my dog would
enjoy?” There are a few things to take into account as you make plans for your family, your friends, your feast... and Fido!

Travel

IMany people travel long distances to reach the homes of Family and friends. IF that's in the cards for you, consider
how your dog tolerates long car rides. What will your accommodation be like when you arrive? If you're staying in
a hotel, be mindful that hotels often require dogs to be crated when left in the room alone. If you're staying with
family, crating might also be a good option to keep your dog from getting into things in your host's home. Being
left alone and crated in a new place, with new smells and sounds, is a really big ask for most dogs! If this isn't
something your dog can do comfortably, have a Plan B. Setting up a video camera is the best way to find out how
your dog manages time alone in the crate, so test this at home before a trip!

Home Invasions

IF you're not traveling, will you have a large number of people - even strangers to your dog — coming into your home? It's not unusual for a dog who
welcomes attention from people in public to become testy when people enter their home. If this describes your dog, it would be ideal to find a boarding
option for the day of the gathering. Your dog won't have fun at home and, if there’s an incident, neither will your guests!

Party time!

Even with the Friendliest of dogs, parties can mean new and potentially stressful excitement. Many gatherings involve alcohol consumption and, along
with that, strange behaviour on the part of humans! Be mindful of how guests are interacting with your dog — even if they have the best of intentions, the
disinhibition that comes along with drinking can result in less than respectful behaviour toward animals in the home. Likewise, excited or overtired
children can push even the most tolerant dog’s buttons. Active supervision, eyes-on and hands-on, is key to keeping all parties safe and happy.

It is tough For a dog to get an adequate amount of quality sleep when there's activity in the home, so this should be considered as you plan your party. Is
there a person who also needs a break from the activity who can hang out in the bedroom while the dog naps? Many dogs can't settle if they know they
are missing out on an activity, so perhaps the car would be a good place for a nap instead! Tired dogs are often grumpy, irritable, or hyper, and having
trouble winding down is a common trouble for puppies and young adults in particular!

Other Dogs

Before mixing multiple dogs into the gathering, consider whether your dog can share space and resources with new dogs in a potentially stressful
situation. Where we might see a party with friends, your dog might instead see a stranger encroaching on their space and valued resources. If the invited
dogs haven’t mek before, consider arranging several walks together ahead of time, to ensure that the dogs are compatible. If they aren't, you'll have time

to make alternate arrangements. Pick up chews and toys if there's any question about whether sharing is a concern. Multiple dogs milling about the
dinner table could brew trouble, so that is a good time to keep them separated.

Dietary Indiscretions

Food is central to most Thanksgiving gatherings! Outside of specific food sensitivities, there are some important considerations around keeping your dog



safe around the big meal. It's not a problem to share food in reasonable amounts, however eating a large amount of fat can cause a condition called
pancreatitis — which is exceptionally painful! If your dog gets a hold of the turkey carcass and slurps up the fatty skin and bone, give the emergency vet a
call right away — don't wait For symptoms!

Be proactive in managing your dog's access to not only the food, but also the cooking utensils - like the gravy pot
or baking pan. Purchase a baby gate or X-pen to block your dog from the kitchen, particularly when the pots and
pans are left unsupervised while you eat. These steps are especially important if your dog is a known counter-

surfer!

Instruct your guests clearly on what your dog is allowed to have and in what quantity. Each person feeding a little
bit might add up to a lot! Ask them not to feed any bone or fatty Foods. If your dog has a sensitive stomach, you
might even consider keeping her on leash or crated beside you so you can be sure that no one is slipping her any
illicit treats under the table. And of course, she can have her own food-stuffed toy to keep her entertained!

With a little bit of foresight and preparation, you can keep your Thanksgiving gathering fun and safe for your dog,
you and your guests. Happy feasting!

With a little bit of Foresight and preparation, you can keep your Thanksgiving gathering Fun and safe For your dog, you and your guests.

Happy Feasting!

Wwritten by Emily Fisher

Emily is a Certified Dog Behaviour
Consultant through the International
Association of Animal Behaviour
Consultants (IAABC), and a Certified
Professional Dog Trainer through the
Certification Council for Professional
Dog Trainers (CCPDT).

Calling all Hockey Fans!

Thanks to a generous donor we have been given 2 GOLD
Leafs tickets in Section 122, Row 19! The game is November
8th, Toronto vs.Ottawa. Here's how to get tickets:

 Tickets are one for $10.00 or three for $25.00

Raffle runs from September 25th to October 5th
(winner announced October 6th)

Raffle tickets are digital, you will get your lucky numbers
by email

Online payments only

* Email speakingofdogs@gmail.com for tickets stating how

many you would like .
* Your raffles stewards are Gerry and Lorraine Sco'laba nk
« All proceeds go to our Forever in Foster dogs Areno

A Dog Food Recall Alert A

Mid America Pet Food has voluntarily recalled one lot of
Victor Super Premium Dog Food
due to potential salmonella contamination.

Click here to learn more about this recall.



https://www.dogfoodadvisor.com/dog-food-recall/mid-america-pet-food-recall-victor-super-premium-dog-food-hi-pro-plus/

" DOGS LOOKING FOR HOMES

A friend in need is a friend indeed

Without a doubt, a dog is a real friend. Our dogs come in all shapes and sizes, but they have one

thing in common—they all need loving forever homes. Open your heart and your home to a
rescue dog. You'll be glad you did. For complete information about the adoption process, please
visit www.speakingofdogs.com/adoption-process. For more information on each dog, simply click
on their pictures and you'll be taken to our available dogs.

Meet our October Feature Dog: Ernie

Well, hello there! I'm Ernie and I'm excited to meet you.

At about 5 years of age, | am going through the process of self reflection and have learned a few
things.

« | would love a one-on-one relationship.

« | am cool hanging with other animals.

« I don't mind being left alone and will jump for joy (with all 4 paws) when you return.

« I'm a fun-loving, active fellow, who enjoys walks and play sessions. | also enjoy a good snuggle
on the couch, Netflix, and chill.

« | love to give kisses. In your mouth, ears, nose, eyes, wherever, I'm not fussy.

« | also say what's on my mind and won't hesitate to let you know when | don't like something.

« If you try to take something valuable away from me without offering me a trade, | will turn
you down promptly. It's apparently called resource guarding. | know sharing is caring but you
just can’t take my valuables away — | mean, trade with me - yes, I'm all for that.

« I'm quite intelligent and learn quickly with the right motivation...like food! I try to stay healthy

with fruits and veggies but will never turn down a bit of cheese.

My current foster family keeps telling me | don’t need to “mark” but old habits die hard (I was

recently neutered, whatever that means). So, as a courtesy, | wear belly bands inside. | don’t

mind them at all, just another chance for some human touch. Plus, my wardrobe is quite
fashionable now.

My new friends also discovered a few health concerns. | have a collapsing trachea, so | wear a

harness instead of a collar around my neck. This condition doesn't slow me down but can

cause me to cough sometimes.

1 also must have my patellas (knees) checked by an ortho doc. My kneecaps need a special doc,

I'm told. The rescue will pay for this.

Once again, it doesn’t slow me down but may be something to address later in life. | can still

do stairs but need help in and out of the car and on and off the couch. A little set of stairs

works perfectly for me.

One time | was at the vet, and they were doing something to my bum, and | panicked and was

asking them “stop, stop” but they kept going and | accidentally bit my very favourite person,

my foster mom! | felt so bad | kissed her a million times that night but did not want to go back
to the bum vet ever again!

« | am 9 pounds of fun, adventure and love!

IF you are interested in giving Ernie a place to call home, please fill out an application for our consideration.

Click here to visit our adoption application.


https://www.speakingofdogs.com/adoption/adoption-process/
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/adoption/dog-adoption-application-2/
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Moose Kyle Miller
Retriever / Collie / Mixed Maltese / Poodle (Toy) / Mixed Hound / Mixed
Long Coat / Male Short Coat / Male Short Coat / Male

Reggie Barbara Lady Jane

Catahoula Leopard Dog / Labrador Retriever / Lhasa Apso / Shih Tzu / Mixed Shepherd / Labrador Retriever / Mixed
Mixed Medium Coat / Female Sort Coat / Female
Short Coat / Male

Benji & Fifi Shep Pogo
Shih Tzu / Mixed German Shepherd Husky / Mixed
Short Coat / Male & Female Male Medium Coat / Male


https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/

Jelly Pearl & Gizmo Noodles

Beagle / Mixed Shih Tzu Maltese / Poodle (Toy) / Mixed
Short Coat / Female Short Coat / Female's Short Coat / Male

Prince

Maltese / Poodle (Miniature) / Mixed
Long Coat / Male

~

THANK YOU wCONNECTION THESUN

to everyone who voted for us in the Readers’ Choice R E A DE R S’
“best rescue” category in the Simcoe County area.

We won! CHOICE 2023

Big wags to our voters, volunteers and supporters from all

of us at Speaking of Dogs Rescue. DIAMOND WINNER J



https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/
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October is Adopt a Shelter Dog Month

Each year October is celebrated as Adopt A Dog Month and this year we could really use your help.

Adoptions have been slow this year and many of our dogs have been with us for quite a while waiting patiently for a family
to call their own. Dogs like Reggie, Ernie, Fifi, Benji, Jelly, Noodles, Pearl, Gizmo, Pogo and Prince
have all been with us for months!

If you are looking for a canine companion, please give them a look at: https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/
If you can’t adopt please share our dogs on your social media platforms or email lists.
You can also follow us on FACEBOOK (Speaking of Dogs) and see our dogs there.

You just never know who might see one of our dogs and open their heart and home.
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If you would like to advertise in the 2024 SOD
calendar please email speakingofdogs@gmail.com
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4 Speaking of Dogs Rescue benefits from: “‘.: 6..’

*

o People purchasing gift certificates from FundScrip. Go to FundScrip using our link.

o Gifted — is an online invitation, RSVP management, cash registry and fundraising
platform that allows hosts to donate any portion of their cash gifts to a charity of their
choice. Speaking of Dogs Rescue can now be chosen as the charity that will benefit from
a GIFTED party.

« Visit our donation web page by clicking here.


https://www.fundscrip.com/support-a-group/SJ3TQQ
https://thisisgifted.com/charities
https://thisisgifted.com/charities
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/donate/
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/available-dogs/

* HAPPY TAILS

Recent Adoptions
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~ ADOPTION UPDATE

Dear Speaking of Dogs Rescue,

Just thought I'd check in on Gucci's one year anniversary. She’s doing great and is a wonderful pet! She's very
cuddly and is enjoying her life in Waterloo. Gucci enjoys hiking and we've started a family birthday

tradition starting with a hikefollowed by lunch at a dog friendly restaurant or cafe. Gucci likes car rides and has
been on vacation at the lake twice now where she enjoys the great outdoors and curling up beside mom at the
campfire. She also likes being in the backyard while I'm gardening and she lets me know if there are any people
passing by. Thanks so much for your kindness to her and all the other dogs you help.

Sincerely Kathy, Rob, Chip, Gucci and Ozzy

IN MEMORIAM

. . rever in Foster o
| Loved by Suﬂ%mm F.amlly

About Speaking of Dogs

Speaking of Dogs Rescue Program is a Canadian registered charity established in the Greater
Toronto area (with foster homes across Ontario). Launched in 2001, we are a foster-based, all
breed rescue with a focus on senior dogs. We are run solely by volunteers with a mission to help
homeless dogs in need by providing shelter or sanctuary, necessary medical care, adoption and
education.
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