Is “Obedience” necessary?

We all have different opinions about how we live and work with our dogs. The training
industry does as well, it’s a wild west of methodology and myth. Add in the reality that there
is no legislative or regulatory control and finding a trainer that fits you, your dog and your
needs can be a very daunting task.

Training in my professional world can be working through aggression or reactivity and fear,
teaching a teenage dog to control their Big Feelings while we all work towards a better adult
dog or just hanging out with puppies helping them navigate the big new world.

| often have potential clients say that my dog “must be so well trained” which of course
implies “perfectly behaved”. | always laugh a bit at that one and joke that while my dog is
perfect FOR me she is far from perfectly behaved. Why do we need perfectly behaved? In
what circumstances must ANYONE be perfect?

Pet dog training doesn’t need to be about OBEDIENCE and COMPLIANCE, nor should it be.
The world is stressful enough for us and for our dogs without adding compulsive training or
extreme expectations to the gig.

What we NEED in our dogs in society is for them to be fulfilled, loved and trained enough
that they can be safe to live in our world. It doesn’t matter if they know how to heel, or that
they bark occasionally or even get into a bit of trouble.

With my dog what do | focus on? A good “drop” and “leave it”. A decent loose leash walk,
often aided by a long leash for sniffery stops. Able to be crated and hang out in the car
without excess stress. Come when called. That’s basically all | need in MY life to enjoy my
dog.

The restis gravy.

Does this mean my dog doesn’t know anything beyond these things? No. She has a pretty
good repertoire of basic behaviours and loves to work, but | rarely care if she sits or not.
What she has been taught by me through living and gentle guidance is to be calm in the
elevator. To wait to go through the door of said elevator and to wait before launching in or
out of the car. All through proper management and a few cookies here and there.

You may want more or less or the same. A lot will depend on your home, family and
lifestyle. This is where a good trainer comes in, one who can look at your dog and your
family and help you work through what you need and what your dog needs to be
behaviourally healthy and a good companion.



All dogs learn things all the time. Use GUIDANCE not compulsion and help your dog learn
to make good choices, instead of expecting obedience and perfection. Choose a trainer
who feels the same way. You will enjoy your dog so much more when you build a
partnership instead of a hierarchy.
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